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The Scientific Revolution (1550-1700) 


What & Why: 


* During Middle Ages (5th-15th Century) Church was a powerfu] 
force & dominated everyday life of majority of people. 

e This period was marked by unthinkable levels of cruelty 
injustices and persecutions of those who went 'against' Church, 

* Church followed the Aristotelian system which had defined the 
laws of physics erroneously in many cases. 

e With the rise of the Renaissance, Church's authority was 
questioned by many Europeans. This is especially true for field of 
science, that was used to explain 'miracles' and questioned 
Church's ideas. 

* Renaissance was marked by explorations, experiments, artists & 
thinkers. It gave birth to Scientific Revolution which opened the 
doors to modern science. 


taraset 


Impact: 
e Scientific Revolution improved popular understanding of 
physics, laws ofmotion, gravity and led to many inventions. 
e Field of Astronomy witnessed new developments; for example, 
Newton's explanations about the motions of heavenly bodies. 
- Experiments conducted during this period furthered the 
understanding of the human body and found cures for illnesses. 
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. Led to spread of independent thoughts, discussions, knowledge & 


intellect. 
. It led to individualism & rationalism-based age of 


Enlightenment, which applied scientific method to human 


behavior & society during 18th century & decreased reliance on 
traditional teachings of Church. 


Current Relevance: 
- It transformed views of society & led to origin of modern 
sciences. 
e Hence, a lot of what exists today is because of scientific 
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Figure 1 — Scientific Revolution 


Sample Question 1: What is scientific revolution? Why did it 
take place? Also, discuss the contribution of famous 
personalities during this phase of history. 


The Enlightenment (1650-1800) 


What: 


° Enlightenment, also known as Age of Reason, was an intellectual, 
philosophical, cultural & social movement that spread through 
Europe during the 1700s. 

It emphasized on reason and individualism and presented a 
Challenge to traditional religious views. Its thinkers were the 


liberals of their day. 
Why: 


It overlapped with Scientific Revolution and marked a departure 
from the Middle Ages during which science was regarded as 
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heresy, 'free-thinkers' who tried to explain matters of faith Were 


persecuted, serfdom was widespread and personal liberties op 


rights were curtailed. o 
Also. 30 Years' War was criticized due to shear destruction it 


ds enlightenment. 
ndividual freedoms, skepticism 


caused and this laid a road towar 


+ There was growing support for 1 d 
religious authorities etc. 


toward monarchy- 


GUGU, 


Hugo Grotius 
Cesare Beccaria 


Francis Bacon 


Benjamin Franklin America Socio-Political Thoughts 
John Comen ocial Reform 
Rene Descartes France Math + Logic 
Sean xasiich suns ae agama 
How: 
- Itled the struggle for independent thought, science, mathematics, 
physics etc. 
e Intellectual-philosophical discussions, reading books etc. were 
promoted. 


e But many uneducated and rural citizens could not participate in 
this movement until Industrial Revolution provided them with 
jobs. 


Impact: 

e It transformed West into an intelligent & self-aware civilization. 

e Itinspired ideas of America - French Revolutions. 

° However, it was questioned by Romanticism, a movement that 
was Inspired by Rousseau's emphasis on emotion instead of 
reason. 

e Similarly, Skepticism also questioned the use of reason and 
eventually led to end of enlightenment. 
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Reason 


Discussions Science 


Individualism 
Figure 2 — The Enlightenment 


e Enlightenment was blamed for attacks on tradition and for 
inducing anarchy as productive changes took time to show. 
People were persecuted for their new ideas. 


e But, soon it, led to strengthening of women's rights and scientific 


creations like steam engines and increased educational and job 
opportunities. 


Current Relevance: 


e Enlightenment laid foundation of modern science. Its tenets of 
individualism and reasoning hold importance in 21st century as 
well. 


° It shaped concepts of freedom, especially freedom of expression 
to what it is today. 


Sample Question 2: What i is is Enlightenment? Critically 
analyze its: main impact. -n 


The French & Indian War (1754-1763) 


What: 


Conflict between French & Britain over colonial dominance in 
North America, led to the Seven Years' War (1756 to 1763). 


* Indians, generally, sided with French & hence war is known as it 
iS, 


Why: 


* Tensions between British and French in America had been rising 
for some time, as each side wanted to increase its land holdings. 
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Who & How: 

e American colonists fought alongside British soldiers. 

e Undeclared war began in 1754 when George Washington 
demanded that French troops withdraw from the territory, 
Washington's troops clashed with local French forces but tasted 
failure. 

e France and Britain formally declared war in May 1756. 

e Indians allied with the French and France dominated the war 
initially. 

e However, by 1758, Britain began to make peace with Indians & 
gained major ground in war. By September 1760, British 
controlled entire North American frontier including major 
Canadian cities, Ohio etc. 
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e 1763 Treaty of Paris ended the Seven Years War & France was 
forced to surrender its American possessions to Britain & Spain. 


Pontiac's War: 
e Post war, British fought with the Indians over land claims. 
°- A force of Native American tribes led by Chief Pontiac attempted 


to stop British encroachment on their territory in an armed 
rebellion. 


* British retaliated fiercely and Indians lost. 


Impact: 


e War ended French influence in North America. 
° Britain gained land & strengthened its hold on continent. 
e Colonists wanted to expand westward to gain more land, but 
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fearing conflicts with Native Americans, Britain passed the 
Proclamation of 1763 & prohibited movement west of the 


Appalachian Mountains. 
© War worsened the relationship between Britain & its colonies. 


_ Britain’s | 
— Rise 


1763 Act 


Figure 4 — Impacts 7 Years & Pontiac's Wars 


The American Revolution 


e After seven years' war ended, Britain ended the 'salutary neglect' 
and enforced acts like Navigation Acts, Sugar Act to tax sugar, 


Currency Act to remove paper currencies from 
e circulation, Stamp Act to tax printed materials and Quartering Act 


which required Americans to house and feed British troops. 
e As Americans in the thirteen colonies protested "Taxation 


Without Representation", Stamp Act was repealed but 
Declaratory Act, declaring Britain's right to tax the colonies was 


passed. 
* In 1767, Townshend Act levied taxes on lead, paints and tea. This 


led to mob clashes known as the Boston massacre. 
° In 1773, Tea Act mandated colonies to import tea only from 


British East India Company. This led to Boston tea party' incident 
Wherein Americans dumped British tea consignment in Boston 


harbor. | 
° In retaliation, Britain passed Intolerable Acts, which shut down 


the Boston Harbor & effectively cut food supplies to Boston. 
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Figure 5 — The America Revolution 


How: 
e In 1774, colonials met in 1st Continental Congress & petitioned 
British to repeal acts & also announced boycott of their goods to 
pressurize. 
e In 1775, British forces tried to seize militia arsenal in Concord, 
but militiamen forced them to retreat. 
e Meanwhile, at 2nd continental congress, colonials made final 
attempt for peace with Olive Branch Petition. However, it was 
rejected. 


Independence: 
e 2nd Continental Congress chose George Washington to command 


militiamen in Boston & Britain suffered immediate setbacks. 

e Encouraged by victories against Britain, colonials began to 
advocate total independence rather than having just full rights 
within Empire. 

e Congressmen voted on July 2, 1776, to declare independence of 


13 colonies on the Atlantic coast of North America. 
¢ Thomas Jefferson drafted Declaration of Independence & US was 


born on 4th July 1776. However, war continued & last battle was 
that of Yorktown in 1781 where the British surrendered. 


| Impact: 
, e American colonies now regarded themselves independent states 
& would no longer be responsible to the authority of Britain. 
¢ Itinspired colonies elsewhere in world to seek independence. 
; e However, USA grew westward at expense of Indian Tribes. This 


led to 1890 massacre of tribes at Wounded Knee. 
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Mains 2013 Question: "American Revolution was an 
economic revolt against mercantilism." Substantiate. 


Answer: Following The French & Indian War & The Pontiac's 
War. French were ousted and British control over N. America 
strengthened. 


It was followed by Revolution against British mercantilism as: 
e Britain decided to use Americas for their own commercial 


benefit and to pay for their army. 

e Quartering Act was imposed to protect the land rentals and 
values of the British landowners in America. 

e Stamp duty was imposed by Stamp Act & Sugar Act imposed 
tax on sugar to increase British revenue. 

e Britain also decided that only British ships could move in and 
out of American ports. Thi. made Shipping expensive for the 
Americans. -o 


Navigation Act Sugar Act eanreney Act 


— - Quartering Act Declaratory Act 


Tea Act Intolerable Act 


Table 3- British Acts in America 


Yet it would be a narrow reading to label American revolution as 
merely an economic revolt. 
Its ideas such as natural rights of men, separation of powers, 


Checks & balances had implications over much wider aspects of 
life. 
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The French Revolution (1789-1799) 
What & Why: 


* France had participated in number of wars leading up to the 
French Revolution, for example Seven Years' War in Europe. 


e These wars took huge toll on French treasury which was 
already affected because of royal extravagance. 


vers vy MACK CQoq> ne ET 
Charles de Calonne _ Controller general of finance 
Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyes Third Estate’s leader 
Robespierre ~ \\ Jacobin \< 
Napoleon | i Army General 


Table 4 — The French Revolution 


- Also, French people were inspired by the American Revolution 
and Enlightenment and questioned the idea that the King had 
absolute power and divine right. 

e Frenchmen also raised voices against higher status given to the 
clergy and nobility. 

e Therefore, French Revolution was a movement to seek equality 
and to remove oppression & no one factor was directly 
responsible for same. 


How: 

e Various financial advisors suggested King Louis XVI to 
rationalize taxation system. Charles De Calonne, controller 
general of finance, suggested taxing erstwhile exempted Nobility. 

e But as Nobility refused acceptance, King Louis XVI convened 
meeting of Estates-General assembly consisting of three Estates. 

e Clergy and Nobility refused to forfeit their privileges in the 
interest of the country and the Third Estate, consisting of general 
public, declared itself sovereign National Assembly. 
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Figure 6 — The French Revolution 


Members of the National Assembly took the Tennis Court Oath in 
pursuance ofa new constitution. 

Citizens stormed the Bastille Prison in pursuit of arms while 
farmers revolted against feudalism. 

Farmer revolts, also termed as "Great Fear", stopped only post 
August Decree which freed them from feudal landlords. 

National Assembly brought out constitutional reforms in form of 
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. It gave 
autonomy to French people and formed a Judicial code. 

However, Assembly broke on lines of radical and moderate 
members. The moderate Girondins wanted to retain the 
constitutional monarchy while the radical Jacobins wanted to 
completely remove the king. 

Fearing revolution's domino effect, France's neighbours issued 
Declaration of Pillnitz and insisted Louis XVI shall return to 
throne. In return, France declared war on Austria and Prussia. 
Later, monarchy was abolished, France was declared Republic & 
newly named National convention executed king on treason 
grounds. 

However, when foreign forces ingressed into French territory, 
French people overthrew National Convention. 

Jacobins, led by Robespierre, took control & worked on economy 
but were relentless against counter revolutionary forces. This 
resulted in Reign of terror & execution of 1000s. Eventually, 
Robespierre was arrested & executed. 
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Sample Question 3: What were the main reasons of French 
revolution? Do you think it achieved something substantial or 
not? Justify your answer. 


e Thermidorian Reaction followed Robespierre's execution and led 
to new constitution and a conservative National Convention, 

e To control executive responsibilities and appointments, a group 
known as the Directory was formed but it too took to tyranny, 

* Meanwhile, forces led by Napoleon Bonaparte got huge success 
and reached as far as Egypt before eventual defeat. He returned to 
France and led a Coup against Directory in 1799 and named . 
himself "first consul". This marked the end of revolution and start 4 
of military rule. 

Impact: ` 

* French Revolution was a watershed event that changed Europe as 
right to property was granted to French citizens, the tax system 
was rationalized, and inequalities were ironed out. 

e Europe witnessed uprisings in line with French Revolution. 

* However, movement had negatives in form of Napoleon's 
dictatorship and slowdown in the French industry. 


Current Relevance: 
e Ideas of Liberty, Equality & Fraternity are relevant till date. 
e Present day idea of Rule of Law is inspired from French 
Revolution. 
* Further, it helped in evolution of the government system of the 
day from erstwhile King's Divinity. 


Mains 2019 Question: Explain how the foundations of the 
modern world were laid by the American and French 
Revolution. 


Answer: American (1776-1783) and French Revolution (1789) 
changed the world forever. These were founding events laid the 
foundations of the Modern world. 
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American Revolution Impact: 


Ideas of the enlightenment were put into action. 

The revolution led to the first written constitution in the world. 
Its ideas such as natural rights of men, separation of powers, 
checks and balances have implications over wider aspects of 
life. 

It inspired colonies elsewhere in world to seek independence. 
This shaped modern free world in Asia and Africa. 

It helped in shaping modern economy and trade as British 
monopoly over trade (tea) was challenged. 

The declaration of independence proclaimed that "all men are 
equal". This paved way for modern day ideal of equality. 


poem » Democracy 
-~ ee Rule of Law 
o - E quality 

oe » Constitution 


ie Tax System 
p Colonization 


Figure 7 — Revolution's & Modem Ideals 


French Revolution Impact: eo | 
° Right to property was granted to French citizens. This laid 


foundation of modern societies. 


° French revolution also affected colonization process by the 


French. 

Tax system was rationalized & inequalities were ironed out. 
This is most important aspect of modern day governance. 

Ideals of Democracy, Liberty, Fraternity, Equality, Rule of Law 
etc. form pillars of modern world. 


Thus, American and French revolution helped in rise of modern 
economy, society as well as political structure. Their influence can 
be felt in every part of the modern world even today. 
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Europe Under Napoleon 


Neighbors of France feared Domino Effect that an uprising as huge as 
French Revolution could cause and affect their conservative regimes. 
This Popular movement saw an army general rise to the position of 


Emperor. 


Positives Under Napoleon: 
e Napoleon was both a dictator and a conqueror. He invaded Italy 


and suppressed rebels in France. Yet, he helped mobilize 
nationalist movements, furthered the goals and ideas of French 
Revolution and rationalized government processes. This 
increased his influence and ideas in entire Europe. 


New technologies and improved 
economic conditions for the 


France was also caught up in an 
industrial and agricultural crisis. 


Disastrous campaign against Russia 
cost the lives of above 500,000. 


AAAI 


Table 5 — Pro & Cons Under Napoleon 


* The streamlined French law system or the Napoleonic Code, that 
was implemented in parts of Europe that he conquered as well as 
by rival nations in race to compete with France, still forms the 


basis for much of Continental European law. 
e He instigated and fought wars but, the wars like Prussia vs France 


were fought to protect and expand national interests. 
e Same national interests motivated Austria to improve relations 


with France. 
e Hence, Napoleon was a different sort of dictator who conquered 


but encouraged developments. 
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Figure 8 — Key Events Under Napoleon 


7 


Negatives Under Napoleon: 
e Eventually, Napoleon's rival, Britain emerged as more powerful 


nation. This was true because of Britain's advanced Navy, 
Industries and colonial network, backed by the Industrial 
Revolution. This reflects in Napoleon's loss to Britain at the Battle 


of Trafalgar because of supreme British navy. 
e Napoleon, by Berlin Decree in 1806, imposed Continental 


System on Europe to counter Britain's sea power. Under this 
system, European countries were prevented from trading with 
Britain. But this move backfired in form of guerrilla war in Spain 
and Romanticism in Germany. His army faced reverses in Russia. 
In 1813, he was defeated in Battle of Leipzig and was exiled. 


The End, 100 days: 
¢ Even as Louis XVIII took French throne, Napoleon escaped to 


France to raise army which was eventually defeated in Battle of 


Waterloo in June 1815 by armies of Britain and Prussia. 
¢ Finally, Congress of Vienna, in 1814-1815, led to a historical 


agreement which tried to design a balanced international order 
known as Balance of Power. This was to be done with help of 


coalitions of powers that will act against an emerging power. 
* Balance was also to be maintained between erstwhile 


conservatism and Napoleon's Liberalism. 


Current Relevance: 
* One of Napoleon's most significant accomplishments was the 


Napoleonic Code, which streamlined the French legal system and 


continues to form the foundation of French civil law to this day. 
* Under the code all male citizens are equal; hereditary nobility and 


WWW.UPSCGUIDE.IN BY THE ACHIEVERS FOR THE ASPIRANTS 1 4 


D 


Decode History | 


class privileges are extinguished; civilian institutions are 
emancipated from ecclesiastical control; freedom of person, 
freedom of contract, and inviolability of private property are 


fundamental principles. 
e More than two centuries after its promulgation, the Napoleonic 


Code is still living law in a great part of the world. History has 
thus partly justified the melancholic words uttered by Napoleon 


in exile: 


“My real glory is not the forty battles I won, for Waterloo's defeat 
will destroy the memory of as many victories. What nothing will 
destroy, what will live forever, is my Civil Code". 7 


ne child of the F renchi 


Sample Question 4: Napo le 
revolution and alsot the le destroy. 


= 
Industrial Revolution in Britain from 1780-1850 


What: 
e It was the transition to new manufacturing processes in Europe 


from about 1750. 
¢ The term was coined by Auguste Blanqui, a French economist, in 


1837 to denote the economic and social changes arising out of the 
transition from industries carried in the homes with simple 
instruments, to industries in factories with power-driven 
machinery in Britain. 

e Up to the mid-18th century, European society was mainly 
agricultural with limited industries and machines. Therefore, 
manual labour was the chief source of power for villagers who 
took to small industries. Trade was more intra-village, and this 


made them self-sufficient. 
e The Industrial Revolution brought changes in the methods of 


manufacture, production and distribution and drastically affected 
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the socio-economic life of the people by transforming an 
agricultural society into an industrial society. It was a long and 
slow 'revolution', devoid of bloodshed or violence. 


Table 6 — Four Industrial Revolutions 


When: 
e The period is from about 1750 to about 1850 in Britain and from 
1815 to the end of the nineteenth century in Europe, US & Japan. 


Why Britain: 

e Post 1688-Glorious Revolution, British kings lost power to 
aristocratic landholders who started the Enclosure Movement to 
gain tighter control over their lands. Though it increased 1 a n d 
productivity, it took away employments and created labour class 
of poor in need of work. 

* Thus, labour supply was richly available because of Agricultural 
Revolution in Britain unlike other nations. 

° Also, inventions like Spinning Jenny to produce yarn and Cotton 
Gin to produce cotton transformed the British textile industry. 


Mains 2015 Question: Why did the industrial revolution first 
occur in England? Discuss the quality of life of the people 
there during the industrialization. How does it compare with 
that in India at present times? 


Answer: IR was the transition to new manufacturing processes in 
Europe from about 1760 & brought changes in the methods of 
Production and distribution. 
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Reasons that it Ist occur in England: 

* Britain had accumulated capital through colonialism. 

* [twas rich with natural resources like Iron and Coal. 

e Glorious Revolution & Enclosure Movement created idle 
labour. 

* Inventions like Spinning Jenny & Steam Engine helped. 

* Continental European countries could not adopt IR as early as 
Britain because Europe faced political instability. 

e French Revolution and Napoleonic wars kept Europe 
engaged. 


Labour <— Reasons of IR i in Britain —> Stability 


- Capital “Resources Technology 


Figure 9 — IR in Britain 
Quality of Life: : 


e Rise of new urban centers impel quality of life for some. 
e IR indirectly helped in the em rgen of slums where poor liveda 


below average quality of life. 
e Itledto nuclear families, siploiiadőn ofwomen and children. 


Compared with India: 
e There is less exploitation of working class as many labour laws 


are enacted to protect their rights. 
e Social institutions are getting transformed due to 


industrialization. 
e More population is still in agricultural sector. 


Presently, IR-4 is in progress in India & leading its manufacturing 
sector. 


Positive Impacts: 
e It created modern business corporations, investments and stock 


markets, firstly in Britain and later in rest of Europe. 
e Itincreased the number of wage laborers. 
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» |t modernized manufacturing and old tools were replaced by 
steam and electricity driven machines. 


^ Wage Labour 


Social 
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Figure 10 — Positives of Industrial Revolution 


e Social transformation witnessed urbanization, population boom 
and change in demographics due to migration from Southern 
England to coal and iron rich Central and Northern England. 
These socio-economic changes led to political changes, like acts 
for workers protection, which were also a result of battle 
between Aristocrats and manufacturers to win the support of the 
workers. Industrial Revolution shifted the power from Aristocrats 
to manufacturers, but not wholly. 

Manufacturers mounted pressures for representation and 'free 
markets' as against government regulations under an ideology 


called Laissez Faire, based on Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations 
(1776). 


Negative Impacts: 

° Industrial Revolution led to capitalism of highest order. 

e Workers' rights were ignored, and they lived a substandard life 
marred by long working hours and poor working conditions. 
Gradually, they became a political force. Industrial Revolution, 
growth of markets and a dominant navy set way for British 
domination. 

Western Europe along with Britain dominated much of the world 
in the colonial period and those who did not follow the paths of 
Industrial Revolution were left behind. 
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Sample Question 5: Why is Industrial Revolution called a 
revolution even though it lacked violence and bloodshed? Also, 
discuss why it is said to be a socio-economic revolution rather 


than purely economic. 


Labour Oppression 


Economic 


Inequality — ~» Capitalism 


Colonization 
Figure 11 — Negatives of Industrial Revolution 


Current Relevance: 
e The world saw a major increase in population, which, along with 


an increase in living standards, led to the depletion of natural 


resources. 
e It impacted the environment. The use of chemicals and fuel in 


factories resulted in increased air and water pollution. 

°. First IR used water and steam power to mechanize production. 
The Second used electric power to create mass production. The 
Third used electronics and information technology to automate 
production. Now a Fourth IR is building on the Third, the digital 
revolution that has been occurring since the middle of the last 
century. It is characterized by a fusion of technologies that is 
blurring the lines between the physical, digital, and biological 
spheres. 

* IR is the reason of all the manufacturing & most of employment 
that exists today. 
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 - 2, EUROPE 1815 - 1848 


Europe After Napoleon 


Concert of Europe: 
» Inthe aftermath of Napoleon's adventures, prevention of French 


Revolution's Domino Effect & safety of Europe from any further 
invasions became the priorities of European rulers. 

» This culminated in Congress of Vienna (1814-15) which 
reorganized European boundaries and brought in concept of 


‘Concert of Europe’. 
e Major European powers enforced balance of power by stopping 


any one power from becoming too powerful. 
» After 1848, the European powers seemed incapable of united 


action to maintain the status quo because the revolutions of 1848 


weakened the regimes. 
© This led to formation of reactionary govts. 


Louis X VIII France No more revolutions 


ons m 


To y oe Ce 
= Metternich Austria Austrian/European stability 


Czar Alexand 


Oy aaa 


Table 7 — Europe 1815+ 


1815+ France: 
* Louis XVIII granted amnesties to prevent further revolutions. He 


was backed by wealthy class which suffered setbacks because of 


revolution. 
After his death in 1824, Louis XVIII was replaced by Charles X, 


who practiced conservatism and old views like Divinity of King 
instead of Liberal views of French Revolution. 
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1815+ Poland: 


begin with. 
e He initiated reforms but eventually curtailed right to self- 
government so that people would follow his commands. Hence, 


feeling of Nationalism grew in Poland. 


| 
| 
| 
* [twas ruled by Czar Alexander I who wasn'ta reactionary ruler to 


Sample Question 6: What is the concert of Europe and how it 

started Weakening due to developments in Europe soon after ~ £ 

1815? 4? 
ee 
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1815+ Germany: h! 
e Under the influence of Romanticism & dissatisfaction with 


Congress of Vienna, German students and intellectuals formed 


nationalist clubs called Burschenschaft. 
e Metternich (Austrian Diplomat & Chancellor) was convinced 


about German nationalism until nationalists started 


assassinating reactionary leaders. 
Metternich was against a powerful/unified Germany for sake of 


balance of power and was instrumental in passing of Carlsbad 


Decrees which 
outlawed the Burschenschaft and increased government 


regulation of the universities. 


¥ 3 


1815+ Britain: 
» Tariffs on grain were increased by 1815 Corn La 


imports but prices went beyond the reach of the working class, 
who therefore rioted. The raised prices also affected the 
industrialists as they had to pay the workers more. 

e In hope for Parliamentary representation, the industrialists 


d organize a workers demonstration against the Corn Law 
d by 


w to prevent 


helpe 
and for adult suffrage, wherein many workers were kille 


soldiers. This was Peterloo Massacre. 
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Henceforth, the Cabinet curtailed mass political organizations 
and public assemblies, It also raised taxes on newspapers to 
curtail spread otideas. 

Eventually, there was a tailed attempt, Cato Street Conspiracy, to 


assassinate Tory cabinet, 


New Ideologies 


Phe era saw rise of different 'isms' as by-products of various revolutions: 


Liberalism aimed for constitution and reforms like self- 
government, freedom of the press and assembly and Laissez 
Faire, 

On other hand, Socialism was for economic equality and against 
Laissez Faire to prevent workers' exploitation at hands of 
manufacturers. Hence, it aimed for nationalization of economy. 
Leading socialists of the time included Robert Owen, Saint- 
Simon, and Charles Fourier etc. 

Radicalism, under Jeremy Bentham, driven by workers and 
industrialists countered conservatism, Church, Monarchy etc. 
Conservatism supported Monarchy and called for slow systemic 


changes. 
Who / Thinkers Where 
Wordsworth Britain 
Victor Hugo France 
Hegel Germany 


Table 8 — European Thinkers 


Republicanism differed from radicalism as republics demanded 
adult suffrage and political equality along with focus on issues as 
highlighted by radicalism. 

Nationalism, like in France & Britain, inspired other nations to 


unify., 
But nationalists were countered by reactionary govts & had to 
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form secret societies like Burschenschaft & Young Italy. They 
organized coups & rebellions but were put to rest by Carlsbad 
Decrees. 

e Romanticism was emotions driven and believed that all can't be 
explained by way of reason. It is a mind-set rather than a political 
revolution and was against the ideas of Enlightenment. Hence, it 
was in praise of Middle Ages unlike Enlightenment and revived 
Middle Age traditions like Gothic architecture, arts, paintings etc. 

e However, Romanticism suffered with contradictions as it is 
emotion based rather than reason. This ideology continued until 


1848. 4 


Sample Question 7: The Europe: of ‘early 1 800s witnessed rise 
of various ideologies like Nationalism, Radicalism etc. How = 
did these eee saapad the future of of Europe pest l : 15? | 


Europe Between 1827-1832 


Greek Movement: 

e Greek nationalists wanted independence from Turkey and were 
supported by Czar Nicholas I. Joint navies of Britain, France and 
Russia helped free Greece by 1829. 

¢ Few Balkan states gained independence & Egypt broke out of 


Ottoman. 
e Balance of power in Europe was affected by these events. 


French July Revolution: 
* French population was frustrated with reactionary rule of Charles 


X wherein he acted against revolutions' ideas & reversed to old 
ways. 

e He dissolved Chamber of Deputies via "July Ordinances" in 
1830, censored press, took voting rights away from the 


bourgeoisie etc. 
* This was followed by July Revolution by bourgeoisie and radical 


republicans. 
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» Constitutional monarchy was established under Duke of Orleans, 
Louis Philippe. 


Impacts of July Revolution: 

e Domino Effect on countries like Belgium which established self- 
government. 

e In Poland, such revolution was crushed by Czar Nicholas. 

e Britain adopted philosophy of Laissez Faire & became more 
secular but problematic Corn Laws were quashed only in 1832. 

* Voting & factory reforms were also introduced. Factory reforms 
limited working hours for women & children. 

¢ Therefore, July Revolution sent a wave of similar revolutions to 
different European nations and led to socio-political reforms. 


Sample Question 8: The years from | 815tol 848, although free of 
major wars, were the of a different conflict, between, Reaction and 
Revolution. Comment. 


Between Revolutions: Europe 1830s - 1840s 


Issues: 


* Even though no major revolutions occurred during the 1830s and 
1840s, these two decades in Europe witnessed unrest, tension, 
instability, and repression. 

Major economic changes took place as well, particularly in 
France but also in the rest of Europe. Industrialization in Britain 
and France led to inequalities and worker exploitation as by- 
products. 

Poor Houses', houses for unemployed under 'Poor Law', were 
deliberately ill-maintained so that workers keep working. 
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This fueled workers' movement in form of illegal labour unions 
which aimed at socialism's principles like better wages and 


conditions. 
During the 1840s, economic downturn, famines and near-famines 


created the conditions that would produce a great revolutionary 
wave that rolled over the continent in 1848. 


Chartist Movement: 


Why: 


Why: 


25 


British workers sought reforms within the system unlike French 
revolutions, giving way to Chartist Movement wherein bill 
named 'Charter' was brought in 1838. 

Charter demanded reforms in field of elections, universal suffrage 
for adult males, secret ballots etc. 

The bill failed in the parliament and along with-it Chartist 
Movement failed, giving way to labor union movement. 

Chartism proved to be too advanced for its time and later went on 
to form core of many British laws. 


1848 Revolutions 


Prices of food etc. were on arise due to 1846 famines. 
This disturbed demand-supply mechanism to render the workers 


unemployed as demand went down. These factors combined and 
led to 1848 revolutions. 


1848 Revolution France 


French King, Louis Philippe, opposed universal adult suffrage 
and the discontent because of this led to February Revolution of 
1848. 
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$ Sample Question 9: There have not been many years like 
1848, for 1848 was the ultimate years of Revolution throughout 
Ni Europe. Discuss 
N 
How: Ce 
» Moderate liberals, including lawyers, doctors, merchants, 
bourgeoisie, gave speeches in French Banquet dinners to raise 
h funds for revolution. 
' » Paris officials took note of the campaign and repressed It. 


| © The middle and working class, Radical Republicans, National 
Guard and army garrison demonstrated against the repression and 

fy. OLA 3 
overthrew Louis Philippe. They set up a provisional government 
| to advance socialism and proclaimed the Second Republic on 
hey February 24th. 


ely Impact: 
| «e New government promised 'National Workshops’ which 
| guaranteed work, but workers didn't get much real work. This 
, furthered workers’ agitation, but order was soon restored by 
| military action. 
* What followed were constitutional reforms like President 
| election by universal male suffrage. 
| e Louis Napoleon, Napoleon I's nephew, won the election on 
ont promise of Liberalism but went against same by removing 
socialists from government, increasing religion's influence in 
| education and eventually became dictator, Emperor Napoleon III. 
* Itledto Domino-Effect in other European countries. For example, 
Britain saw revival of Chartist Movement. 


1848 Revolution Austria 


iff Why: 


yi Austrian Empire was ethnically diverse (Germans, Magyars, 
Czechs and Slavs) and various ethnic groups wanted to gain 


independence in the wake of the February Revolution. 
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How: 

e Kossuth's speeches, given in Hungary, were printed in Austria and 
started an uprising, big enough that Metternich flew away. This 
was a huge boost for Austrian revolutionaries and Czechs. 

e In Prussia, King Frederick William IV promised constitution to 
cool down revolutionaries. Hungary, Milan and others gained 
independence while Austrian revolution was ultimately 
suppressed. 


Sample Question 10: Why did the revohition fail and why was- 
it so easy for conservative forces to return? 


Impact: 

e Austrian revolutions differed from those in Britain and France 
and lacked organization, a large middle class, powerful support 
base, industrialization and wealth. The revolts in various regions 
lacked coordination. These factors led to easy and quick 
repression by army. 

e Conservative and reactionary forces returned because middle 
class feared workers' radicalism and didn't foster any real alliance 
with them. They preferred stability instead of radicalism's 
uncertainty. 

e Thereafter, Austria became an even more conservative and 
repressive under a new emperor, Franz Josef I. å 

Ai 

1848 Revolution Prussia 

e King Frederick William IV feared giving the people a 
constitution, but Prussian administrators wanted a constitutional 
monarchy. During Austrian revolution, King tried to cool down 
its effects in Prussia by taking a liberal stance and allowed 
assembly elections. 

¢ In hope to challenge Russia, elected radicals pushed for Prussia- 
Germany unification. They also wanted right of self-government 
for Polish minorities in eastern Prussia. Frustrated with such 
moves, King dissolved the Assembly. 
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Louis Philipp France 
Radical Republicans France Socialism 
Louis Napoleon France Dictatorship + Counter Socialism 
Louis Kossuth (Magyar) Hungary Independence Movement 
Frederick William IV Prussia Cool Down Revolution 
Ge. we Self-Government 
Middle Class Liberals + Giuseppe Mazzini Italy Italian Unification + 
der of Young Italy Movement) Overthrow Austrians 


(Foun 


Table 9 — 1848 Revolutions 


1848 Revolution Germany 
The Frankfurt Assembly, consisting of liberal Germans, and 
German nationalists wished for a constitutional, liberal and 
unified Germany and issued the Declaration of the Rights of the 
German People, on the lines of French Revolution's Declarations. 
Frankfurt Assembly offered Germany to Frederick William IV 
though he turned the offer down, as Prussia wanted a weak 


Germany. 
Germany remained fragmented while leaders of small German 


states remained in power. 
Frankfurt Assembly achieved little and could not even unify 


bourgeoisie and proletariat. 


1848 Revolution Italy 


Tuscany and Piedmont declared new constitutions to overthrow 


their Austrian masters. 
Middle class liberals, along with Giuseppe Mazzini's Young Italy 


movement, aimed for Italian unification. 
Mazzini wanted a democratic revolution for Italy's unification 


and revolted against the Pope in 1849 February. 
He became head of Rome. France moved in to restore Pope and 


defeated Mazzini. 
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Impact of 1848 Revolutions: 

e France came under a dictator of a President, Austrian army 
Suppressed revolts and Austria came under rule of the 
conservative monarchy. 

e Year 1848 yielded little result. However, it ended the concert of 
Europe and in the following years (1848 and 1871) nationalism 
led to what is called era of unification. 

° Thinkers like Marx and Engels were influenced by the events of 
that year and went on to influence future revolutions. 


Metternich's saying that "when France sneezes, Europe catches a 
cold" became true as other nations followed footsteps of revolutions 
in France. 
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3. WORLD 1848 - 1871 


en en en re nnna teens: 


NaS A eee ens ene, os eather eee 


Introduction 


e Between 1848 and 1871, Europe was in a transition. Leaders who 
understood the interconnection between domestic and foreign 


attairs, and did not focus only on domestic issues, did well. Some 
developments include: 


Nationalism led to Italian unification in 186] under the Sardinian 
king. Rome was annexed by 1870. 


Otto von Bismarck used realpolitik to unite the German provinces 
under the Prussian crown in 1871. 


* Britain continued gradual reforms. 
Russia brought some reforms post its defeat in Crimean war. 
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Figure 13 — 1848 To 1871 European History 
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Early Modern European history forms a bridge from Pre-Moderm, or 
Medieval, to Modern history. Modern history can be divided into 
‘early stage’, till 1815, and ‘late stage’, beginning 1871. 

Periods between 1815-1848 and 1848-1871 form bridges that 
connect Early and Late Modern history. 

Modernity can be compared in terms of politics, technology, industry 
etc. Hence, Europe post 1871 was different from Europe before 1815. 


Sample Question 12: Why is it said that Europe of ‘before 1848’ was 


different from that of ‘after 1871’. How did the differences shape | 
Europe’s Destiny? 
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Presence of Concert of Europe Concert of Europe no more present 
Peace because of Concert of Europe World War I loomed large 
Russian domination in Europe Russia domination weakened due to war loses _ 


Central Europe was a mix of weak 
independent states 
Anstocracy decided political and national 
interests 


Unified and powerful Germany and Italy 
Workers gave leftward shift to politics 


European imperialism was limited European imperialism expanded. 
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Table 10 — Europe 1848 vs 1871 


Crimean War (1853-1856) 


What: 
° Itis a war fought mainly on the Crimean Peninsula between the 
Russians and the British, French, and Ottoman Turkish, with 
support from January 1855 by the army of Sardinia-Piedmont. 


Why: | 

e Russia wanted a warm water port in south, at waterways 
connecting Black Sea to the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas. 

e These waterways, Bosporus Straits and the Strait of the 

Dardanelles, were controlled by Ottoman Empire. 

In 1853, Russia asserted the right to protect Eastern Orthodox 

believers in Turkey and sent troops into Ottoman territory on 

Turkey's refusal to accept such right. 

e As this could disturb balance of power, Britain and France 
declared war on Russia on March 28, 1854. 

e Another major factor was the dispute between Russia and France 
over the privileges of the Russian Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches in the holy places in Palestine. 


How: 
e Russia did well against Turkey. 
e But more important war front was its Crimean Peninsula naval 
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base, Sevastopol, that was attacked by British and French. 


Russians had to flee the fort in one year itself. 

However, it inflicted a major victory at Balaklava, Valley of 
Death, where it gunned down British troops across a narrow 
valley. 


Casualties 


Peace of Paris 


Weak Russia 
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Russian Revolution 


Figure 14 — Crimean War Impact 


Impact: 


War had huge casualties & ended Russian army's domination in 
Europe due of its defeat to lesser dominant British and French 
armies. 

Russia's new tsar, Alexander II, brought in peace of Paris, wherein 
Russia relinquished its claim as Christian protector in Turkey and 
the Black Sea was neutralized. 

Balance of power was maintained but its guarantor, Russia, came 
out weaker than before and Europe moved towards World War 1. 
It led to loss of Russian support for Austria since the latter country 
had supported Great Britain and France inthe conflict, which 
contributed to Austrian defeats in 1859 and 1866 that, in turn, led 
to the unification of Italy and of Germany. 

It woke up Alexander II to the need to overcome Russia's 
backwardness in order to compete successfully with the other 
European powers. 

In addition, Crimean war became one of the reasons for 1917 
Russian Revolution. 


Sample Question 13: The Ghost of Crimean War Still haunts the 
region and Russia seems to have not learnt from history. Critically 
comment 
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Current Relevance: 

e Crimea was part of Russia till 1954, when it was given to Ukraine. 

* The port of Sevastopol is a major naval base and has been home to 
the Black Sea Fleet since 1783. Following the collapse of the 
USSR, the fleet was divided up between Russia and Ukraine. 

* The continuing presence of the Russian fleet in Sevastopol has 
been a focus of tension between Russia and Ukraine. 

* In early 2014 Crimea became the focus of the worst East-West 
crisis since the Cold War. 


Italian Unification (1848-1870) - Risorgimento 


What: 
* Risorgimento was the movement for unification of Italy. 
° Earlier efforts, by Giuseppe Mazzini during 1848 revolution & by 
Giuseppe Garibaldi post revolution, to unite Italy had failed. 
° Garibaldi and Red Shirts (Italian democrats) could not use 1848 
revolution to unite Italy as conservatives resurged. 


How & Who: 
* Realpolitik and Camillo di Cavour: This idea Suggests that 


politics is all about power and self-interests of State and that any 
means, even violent ones, can be used towards those ends. 


| Politics of Reality 
E Used by Cavour & Bismarck 


Replaced Romantic Idealism 
with Hard Headed Strategy 


| . Wars for Vested Interests 


Figure 15 - Realpolitik 


e Cavour, prime minister of Sardinia, used Realpolitik to unite Italy 
under the crown of Sardinia as follows: 
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Sjded with Britain and French in Crimean War. 

Used peace conference for the cause of Italian unification. 
Alliance with France vs Austria as Austria objected unification. 
Deliberately provoked Austria into war against Sardinia in 1859. 
At 1859 peace conference, assimilated Austrian province of 


Lombardy into Sardinia. 
Gave away Italy's Savoy & Nice to France as return of favour. 


Impact: 
» These developments motivated provinces of Tuscany, Parma, 


Modena and Romagna to unify with Sardinia. 
» Garibaldi along with Red Shirt army, known as the Thousand, 


liberated Sicily and Naples. 
> Garibaldi was a democrat & Cavour a Monarch. Cavour acted 


against Garibaldi & annexed Naples to maintain his status as 
Italy's unifier. 


© Most of unification was complete by 1861. 
e Rome was taken by Italy from France by 1871. 


Cavour vs Garibaldi: 
* Cavour, not Garibaldi, understood the relationship between 


national and international events and could manipulate foreign 
policy for national interests. He allied with France and later with 
France's key enemy, Prussia, when necessary. Also, Cavour was a 
realist and a monarch and blended with the political situation in 


Europe at the time. 
* However, Cavour crushed regional and cultural differences and 


alienated southern peasants and nobles. 


Sample Question 14: Compare and contrast Cavour and 
Bismarck as the architects behind unification of Italy and 
unification of Germany respectively. 
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German Unification (1850-1871) 


Introduction: 


* Before 1871 Germany was a collection of states which shared 
little more than a common language. 


* Customs, systems of rule and even religion varied wildly ACTOss 
these states. 


* 1850 Central Europe had following Map boundaries and 
positions: 

* Prussia was a dominant German state because of its sheer 
Size. 


° Prussia vs. Austria for claiming small independent 
principalities. 
° Prussia included region from Lithuania to Central Germany, 
German lands around the Rhine River in the west. 
What: 


e For creation of German empire, Bismarck wanted to include in 
Prussia the provinces between Denmark & Switzerland. 

e After the French defeat in the Franco-Prussian War, the German 
princes proclaimed the founding of the German Empire in 1871 at 
Versailles, uniting all scattered parts of Germany except Austria, 
Luxembourg, the Duchy of Limburg, and Liechtenstein. 


How & Who: 
e Otto von Bismarck, Chief Minister of Prussia, used realpolitik 
and "blood and iron" to further German Unification. He had to 

find a way through Austria, reluctant South and local princes. 


e Three episodes proved fundamental to the unification of 
Germany. 


Figure 16 — German Unification Events 
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Death without male heirs of Frederick VII of Denmark led to 
Second War of Schleswig in 1864. Bismarck allied with Austria 
against Denmark and got Schleswig for Prussia while Austria got 
Holstein. 

As Holstein neighboured Prussian lands, Bismarck provoked 
Seven Weeks' War with Austria and defeated it to win Holstein 
for Prussia. The unification of Italy provided Prussia an ally 
against Austria in the Austro-Prussian War of 1866. 

In 1870, Bismarck used realpolitik to unite religiously and 
ideologically different Southern Provinces and Prussia by 
provoking a war against France, acommon enemy. 

» Southern provinces allied with Prussia and France lost Franco- 
Prussian War within weeks. Prussia took away Alsace-Lorraine 
and declared German Empire, or Second Reich, in 1871. 


Impact: 
» Unification of Germany changed the equation of Balance of 


unification of Germany and Italy. 


France 2nd Empire (1852-1870) 


Positives of Napoleon III Rule: 

» He wanted to bring France back to its former glory. 

» French economy not only stabilized but also flourished under 
Napoleon III because of high demand for French goods, a new 
banking system anda public works program. 

+ He knew the importance of public opinion & hence brought in 
reforms. 

* French foreign policy under him saw gains like victory in 
Crimean War and end of French encirclement in way of 
assimilation of Savoy and Nice with France. 
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Negatives of Napoleon III Rule: 
e Paris was re-designed and the bourgeoisie and rich pushed 
workers into suburbs, and the rich came in droves to the center 
* His adventures in Mexico, where he wanted to place Austrian 
archduke Maximilian as emperor, failed and damaged France's 
image. 
e Later, France's defeat in Franco-Prussian War brought down the 


Second Empire and unstable republican government came to 
power. 


Britain (1848 — 1871) 


* Britain was witnessing a debate between classical liberalism, 
represented by William Gladstone, and conservatism, represented 
by Benjamin Disraeli. 

* Under Gladstone, Britain rationalized taxation and spending, 
introduced merit-based promotion system in civil service and 
universalized elementary education. 

* On the other hand, British farmers and industrialists who favoured 
State intervention in tariffs sided with Disraeli. Disraeli 
government brought Factory Act of 1875, Public Health Act, 
Trade Union Act etc. 


William Gladstone Classical | Liberalism Free Trade + Competition ' "i. 


Table 11 — Britain 1848 - 1871 


* Governments kept shuffling between the two based on the needs 
and opinions of people and there were no popular uprisings in 


Britain even though there was elite rule and absence of universal 
suffrage. 


° Peace at home complemented peace in Europe. The peace in 


Europe is called 'Pax Britannia’ wherein armies were not needed 
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to enforce peace because of absence of powerful counter power. 
This changed in beginning of 20th century with Germany rising as 


superpower. 
Reforms in Russia (1855-1881) 


Why: 
> Russian defeat in Crimean War was a wake-up call to the 


autocracy. 
» Even though Russia had largest army in Europe, poor roads, 


antique weapons, and low morale prohibited the effective use of 


that power. 
» Autocracy now knew that Russia had fallen behind its Western 


neighbors, making it vulnerable to future attack and invasion. 


What: 
* Alexander II initiated a period of Great Reforms with the 


emancipation of the serfs, which however, was barely related to 


what the peasants themselves were expecting. 
- Though, it gave them the status of free rural inhabitants, peasants 


were still subject to considerable taxes, a passport system to 


restrict movement and land reform was not fulfilling. 
-Other reforms continued until Alexander's death and included: 
e Local government reform: System of elected local 


governments, or zemstvos, arose to replace the old institutions 
of landlord rule. Zemstvos built infrastructure and provided 


essential services such as healthcare. 
* Education reform: 1863 university statute and elementary 


school statute of 1864 brought in educational reforms like 


reorganization of colleges into self-governing corporations. 
* Judicial reform: Judiciary Statute of 1864 brought in equality 


of all before the law, an independent judiciary etc. 
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Impact: 

e Even a cursory examination of these reforms makes it apparent 
that these changes were too little, too late. The very limited nature 
of reforms ignited radical opposition within the Russian 
population. 

e Peasants, intellectuals, professionals, and even liberals were 
dissatisfied with reforms and took recourse to violent 
revolutionary populist movements to overthrow the Tsarist 
government and to give the land back to the peasants. 

* They killed Alexander II on March 1, 1881 and era of modest 
reform in Russia was over. 


Civil War in the United States (1861-1865) 


Who & How: 
e While Europe was witnessing revolutions, United States was 
going through a peaceful and democratic transfer of power. 
e Zachary Taylor: 
e Brought the Whig Party back to power in 1848. 
e Signed a treaty with Britain, guaranteeing the neutrality of any 
future canal across Central America. 
e With the compromise of 1850, he admitted California as a free 
state, abolished slavery in the District of Columbia, organized 
Utah and New Mexicoas territories etc. 
e Abraham Lincoln & Stephen A. Douglas: 
e Lincoln ran for US Senate in 1858, facing off against Douglas. 
e Lincoln called for the abolition of slavery while Douglas 
called for government non-intervention on federalism 
grounds. 
e Douglas won the Senate seat, but two years later, Lincoln won 
the White House, igniting the American Civil War. 
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Figure 17 — American Civil War 


» South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, 
Louisiana and Texas all commit to secession in 1861. 
» These states formed the Confederate States of America, elected 


Jefferson Davis as their president. 
* They drafted a constitution which mimicked that of US except for 


an endorsement of slavery. 
» Lincoln called for peace with seceding states, stating North and 


South 'must not be enemies' but friends. 
» The first exchange of fire in the Civil War takes place off the coast 


of South Carolina at Fort Sumter. 
© Battles of Bull Run and Battle of Antietam were the main battles. 


Lincoln As President: 
* In 1863, he issued the Emancipation Proclamation, setting all 


slaves in the rebel southern states free. 
° He began the period of Reconstruction but was assassinated in 


1864.By 1865, southern rebels were eliminated, and country was 


reunited by means of force. 
* Thirteenth Amendment, abolishing slavery, was ratified. 


Impact: 
* South was economically and socially decimated in war. 
* Washington had impossible task of southern Reconstruction. 
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Reconstruction: 
e It is the period after War & aimed at restoration of Union, 


transformation of southern society, and enactment of progressive 


legislation for rights of freed slaves. 
* US was marred by wealth concentration, slavery (12% of 


population was slave) & low prosperity overall. 


Post War Reunion Lincoln's 10% Plan Radical Republicans { 
Slavery Abolished 1865 Citizenship Granted 1868 Voting Rights 1870 


1877 Compromise Slave Owners in Power Rights Denied 


Table 12 — Reconstruction Keywords 


e Lincoln issued Proclamation of Amnesty & Reconstruction in 
which he outlined his 10% Plan, postulating that each secessionist 
state had to redraft its constitution & could reenter the Union only 


after 10% of its eligible voters pledged oath of allegiance to US. 
e After Lincoln was assassinated new President, Johnson, adopted 


10% Plan but eventually radical Republicans in Congress took 


control of Reconstruction with intentions of punishing the South. 
e However, abolition of slavery (1865) was agreed by all. 


Republicans passed progressive laws that protected blacks' rights, 
granted them citizenship (1868) and right to vote (1870, but 


women got in 1920). 
Reconstruction ended with the Compromise of 1877 wherein 


Democrats agreed to concede presidency to Republicans in 


exchange of removal of Union troops from the South. 
However, soon slave owners came in power and conservative 


judiciary repealed reconstruction's acts, thus denying blacks ther 
rights. Even whites were exploited but racial feelings were used, 


and blacks-whites were not allowed to unite. 
n 1909, W.E.B Du Bois formed National Association for the 


Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 
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Sample Question 17: What are the differences and similarities between 
unification of Germany unification of America? 


Germany-Russia-United States Comparison: 

» There was no civil war in Prussia and the provinces; however, in 
both Germany & US, realpolitik and force was used. 

«© US became a republic, while Germany an autocratic monarchy. 

» With regards to the emancipation of serfs and slaves, Russian 
edict affected over fifty-two million peasants, while America 
freed less than four million slaves. However, freedom laws failed 
in both countries, perhaps because cultural mores don't change 
instantly. 

» Russian peasants were still required to pay the state for their land 
and freedom and in the United States, Southern whites passed J im 
Crow laws that restricted black movements. 


Current Relevance: 
» Even after more than 150 years, Americans remain fascinated 


with the Civil War perhaps as it was fought not on some foreign 
land but on their battlefields. 


Changes in Japan 


* Japan was isolated from world but a threat to its independence, 
which it warded off, changed everything and Japan had to open 
itself to world. This helped Japan as it could modernize. 

* In 1853, US led its warships into the harbor at Tokyo Bay, seeking 
to re-establish for the first time in over 200 years regular trade and 
discourse between Japan. US demanded that the Japanese open 
their ports to U.S. ships. This is also known as Perry Expedition as 
warships were commanded by Commodore Matthew C. Perry. 

° This led to Treaty of Kanagawa, also called Perry Convention 
(March 31, 1854), Japan's first treaty with a Western nation. It 
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marked the end of Japan's period of seclusion and Japan opened > 
ports for US. 

* Though Japan was ruled by emperor, military generals or Shogung 
had real control. 

* This ended with 1868's Meiji Restoration which returned contro] 
of the country to direct imperial rule under Emperor. It was not 
confined to the political sphere and led to new innovations that 
transformed Japan's industries-infrastructure-technology. 
society. 

¢ The Iwakura Mission was a diplomatic voyage to US & Europe 
between 1871-1873 by leading statesmen & scholars of Meiji 
period. It is significant in terms of its impact on the modernization 


of Japan. | o 
j e In 1889, Japan formed new constitution which gave divine status 
to Emperor and formed Parliament Diet, though with less powers, 


a J Mains 2013 Question: "Latecomer" Industrial revolution in 
Japan involved certain factors that were markedly different 
from what west had experience. 


Answer: While Britain witnessed IR between 1780-1850, Japans' 
IR started late after Meiji Restoration & Iwakura Mission in late 19th 
century. 


Characteristics which were different from westinclude: 
* West's industrialization was based on scientific discoveries and 
inventions. West had to discover all technologies on its own. 


Japan simply picked up from West & reverse engineered to fulfil 
its craze for European goods. 


West was rich in both coal and iron. J apan on the other hand was 
poor in these resources and was reliant on imports. So, Japan's 


heavy machinery industry came up closer to the coast while 
West's came near resource sites. 
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Built From Scratch Picked Up From West 
Resource Rich Poor In Resources 
Financed By Colonies Self-Financed 


Table 13 — Comparison of IR 


West had seen agriculture revolution and commercial 

revolution before IR. It wasn't the case in Japan. 

In west, the capital for industrial revolution came from colonies 

and businessmen. While in Japan, it was a forced extraction by 

the state from the agricultural sector & not from colony 

. State played a very important role in Japanese IR whereas in 
west it was private sector. 

» Western products were better in quality and sold worldwide. 

Hence, it was not easy for Japanese businesses to find markets 

where they could compete. 


Hence, Japan, being a 'latecomer' had its own benefits and issues 
regarding IR. 


Evolution & Marxism 1848-1871 


What & Who: 
° Period from 1848-1871 saw the rise of transformative new ideas, 
Darwinian Evolution and Marxism. 
* Social Darwinism versus Marxism provide for understanding of 
the modern Cold War. 


Darwin: 


: In 1859, Charles Darwin published ‘Origin of Species’, 
Introducing 'New Science’. His postulated that the successful life 
forms adapted themselves to changing conditions and survived, 
while those that did not became extinct. 
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* ‘Social Darwinism" or "survival of the fittest" was applied to 
political and economic arenas and advocated unregulated 
capitalism as the natural form of progress. Darwin, however. 
never intended such an application of his theory. 


Marx & Friedrich Engels: 

* In 1848, Karl Marx published the Communist Manifesto and in 

1867, Das Kapital, introducing "scientific socialism", giving an 
economic interpretation of history and society. 

* Marx and Engels saw the society as divided into two groups: those 
who owned property/means of production (bourgeoisie) and 
those who did not (proletariat). 

e Marx postulated that as the bourgeoisie expanded and grew its 
capitalist base, it would employ more workers in factories. 

e He argued that such a society sows the seeds of its own demise 
because, inevitably, the proletariat would rise and overthrow the 
capitalist/bourgeoisie. , 


Current Relevance: 
* Even today, evolution and Marxism hold true in their true forms 
and find application in various fields and policies. 


Sample Question 18: History tells us that ideas of Darwin & Marx 


were misinterpreted & misused. Elaborate the statement giving 
examples. 


—-__ 


a, 


——_— 


4. WORLD 1871 - 1914 


—squr eT 


Working Class & Socialists in Politics 


What, Why & How: 
During 1871 — 1914 period, Britain, Germany, and France saw the 


emergence of the masses as a political force. 
This is seen as the beginning of "late modernity" wherein 
domination of traditional aristocratic elements in European 


society came to its end. 
Because of capitalists' exploitation, working class formed trade 


unions and emerged as a distinct political force, thus beginning 


Socialist Movement: 


This movement viewed wars as extremes & aimed to establish 
peace, brotherhood & it united workers as a force against 
wars. 

In 1864, international working men's association, also known 
as 1st international, was formed but it was abolished in 1876. 
In 1871, Paris Commune, first revolution inspired by 
socialism took place in Paris. 

In 1889, 2nd international was formed and socialist parties of 
various countries were associated with it. 

It led 1st May labour demonstration for 8 hours/day work. 
This day is celebrated as Labour Day or May Day. 

It also declared that capitalism is the reason of militarization 
and called upon workers to prevent wars. 

In 1914, socialist parties became single largest parties in 
Germany, France & Italy. 

Yet, when WW-1 started, parties found themselves powerless 
to stop it and saw war as a fight for survival. This hurt the spirit 
of socialism. 

In 1919, 3rd international or the Comintern was formed at 
Moscow conference. It aimed to spread socialism but led to 
division of socialist movement. 
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* Lenin, Martov, Rosa Luxemburg & Jean Jaures became 
important socialist leaders. 


In Britain: 

* Tradition of parliamentary democracy strengthened even though 
right to vote was with limited population. 

* Inthe 1880s, problems of unemployment, housing, health, wages, 
working conditions etc. led to advent of a new politica] 
movement, Labour Party. Working class threw its support behind 
the Labour Party that advocated the creation of the government 
welfare state. 

* British Parliament began to represent class distinctions in society. 


Britain; Labour Party 


~~~ Trade Union Act 
= Social Democratic Party 


Politics of Mass Media 


> 


eee! x» Anti-Semitism 
Ausria 


Figure 18 — Working Class Politics 


e Trade Unions Act of 1913 granted unions legal rights to settle ` 
their grievances with management directly, without the 
interference of a generally conservative Parliament. 


In Germany: 

e 1871 marked the beginning of German Empire under its 
chancellor Bismarck. Even though Germany had universal 
manhood suffrage, Reichstag (Parliament) had restricted power 
of legislation as most of it was with Bismarck. 

e Kulturkampf or anti-Papal campaign, also known as "struggle for 
civilization", was anti-Church campaign under Bismarck's 
leadership and aimed to eliminate Catholics who, Bismarck 
thought, could never maintain true loyalty to the state because of 
their higher loyalty to Rome. 
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e This led to concerns over the social fabric of state and Bismarck 


saw defeat at hands of Catholic Party. 

However, when Bismarck negotiated with Catholic party, the 
party lost steam, and Social Democratic Party led by Eduard 
Bernstein emerged as Bismarck's key enemy. 

Social Democrats called for a socialist system to advance the 
needs of the workers. 


Where 
Britain Labour Party Welfare State & Trade Union Act 
Bismarck, Catholic Party & a 
a Bee 
Germany Social democratic Party — cee & Socialist System 
read Third Republic Boulanger & Parliamentary Republic & Mass Media 
Dreyfus Politics 
F An i-Germanic, Anti- Capitalist & Anti- 


Austra B 
e Semitic 


Table 14 — Changes in Europe 


Bismarck initiated a "carrot and stick" approach of simultaneous 
repression and an overt effort to acquire popular support but by 
1914, Social Democrats became the largest single party in 
German politics. 


In France - French Third Republic (1871-1914): 
° Third Republic rose after Frances' defeat in the Franco-Prussian 
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War and was a parliamentary republic. It provides the first 
example of politics in era of mass media. Both, Boulanger and 
Dreyfus affairs saw a massive role played by media. 

Boulanger Affair: General Georges Boulanger hoped to 
establish dictatorship in France by way of election to the 
presidency, but he lost the election. 

Dreyfus Affair: In 1894, Alfred Dreyfus, an Alsatian Jewish 
army officer accused of passing military secrets to the Germans, 
was convicted of treason. His trial provided an outlet for anti- 
Semitism. However, the evidence against him was found to be 
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forged and France divided into two camps: the pro-Dreyfusards 
and the anti-Dreyfusards. Dreyfus was eventually exonerated. 


Sample Question 19: What political changes did the 
working class & the mass politics bring in major European 
countries during 1871 - 1914 period? How far did they 
succeed in their aims? 


In Austria: 


* The Empire of Austria-Hungary controlled the region of Eastern 
Europe to the south of Russia's Polish lands. 

e In 1860, Habsburg monarchs were forced to accept constitutional 
govt. Bourgeoisie took control of politics. 

e By 1900, parties with anti- Germanic, anti- capitalist, anti- 
Semitic and nationalist ideologies were formed. 


In US: 
e With the emergence of a modern urban and industrial society, 
issues like concentration of wealth, corruption, worker misery, 

child labour etc. became rampant. 

e Social and political reform movement called progressivism 
started in 1890s. 

e Workers' organizations and parties were formed. National 
workers' association or American federation of labour, industrial 
workers of world and Eugene V. Debs' socialist party of America 
are examples. 


Current Relevance: 

e Working class, mass politics, media etc. are pillars of political 
setups around the world, especially in democratic countries. 

e Labour movements (Britain as above), Religious tolerance 
(opposite in Germany as above) and information rights (in France 
as above); continue to shape politics and governance not only in 
Europe but across the world. 
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Balance of Power 1871 — 1914 


what: 


Balance of power maintained that any increase in strength of one 
nation-state will be balanced by increase in strength of its enemy. 
States secured their survival by preventing any one state from 
gaining enough military power to dominate all others. 


Origin: 
e Its origin lies in the near complete domination of Europe by 


Napoleon's France. 

In September 1814, Russia, Prussia, Austria, France and Great 
Britain met at the Congress of Vienna to redraw the map of Europe 
after Napoleon's defeat and aimed to prevent another instance of 
French aggression. 

Austrian Foreign Minister Metternich & British Foreign 
Secretary Castlereagh were the main architects of the theory. 


Example: 
* [tis best illustrated in Europe's relations with Ottoman Empire. 


© Ottomans controlled the Middle East, parts of northern Africa, 


and territories as far north as Bosnia-Herzegovina. Since the 
Ottomans controlled Balkans, most of Europe preferred to 
maintain the Ottoman Empire in order to prevent any one 
European state from imposing its own dominion over the 


Balkans. 


Positive: 
° Ithad kept Europe at'relatively stable peace’. 


Figure 19 - BOP 
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Why Balance of Power Changed: 


As time passed, amore complex Europe emerged. 
Consolidation of Germany & Italy as strong states upset the 
balance. 


The advancement of technology in form of battleships, 
submarines etc, changed the way power was defined. 


Changes in Balance of Power: 


Impact of Change: 
«© With an arms race developing and breakdown of peace in th 


5] 


Under Bismarck, Germany in 1873 was able to forge a Three 
Emperors! League by bringing together Austria-Hungary and 
Russia. The three empires consulted one another on mutual 
interests in Europe and remained neutral when any one-member 
state took military action against a non- member, particularly 
France or the Balkans. 

Eventually, the new balance failed and led to bipolarization of the 
European world into two groups, the Triple Alliance 
(Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy) and the Triple Entente 
(Russian Empire, the French Third Republic and the United 
Kingdom). 


Balkans, Europe was racing towards World War - 1. 


Sample Question 20: What do you understand by “balance 
of power’? what were the events that led to alterations in 
same? 


Imperialism 


US and Japan, apart from Europe, became industrial powers and 
started dominating the foreign policy during this era. 

1905 Russo-Japanese War ended with Japan's victory and 
Roosevelt acted as the mediator in peace talks. He was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts. 

US mediation was another sign of emerging US power in the 
world. Russia recognized Japan's territorial gains in Manchuria, 
Korea & part of Sakhalin), 
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jmperialism in 
ith India and used its military victories and naval superiority to 


establish rule over India by the end of the 18th century. (Read India's 


W 


Struggle for | 


Imperialism in Asia 


India: Great Britain formed an economic relationship 


ndependence). 


[mperialism in China: 
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Britain-China Trade: Britain traded English wool & Indian 
cotton for Chinese tea & textiles. In 1830s, it exported opium to 
China to make up for trade deficit. Opium proved to be a hit in 
China but raised concerns of addiction. Social costs & 
economic costs of payments in silver led to Chinese government 
action against the British. 

Opium Wars: China destroyed British opium in the port city of 
Canton, sparking the Opium Wars of 1839- 1842. British forces 
countered the weaker Chinese forces, blockaded Chinese ports, 
occupied Shanghai and Canton. This led to 1842 Treaty of 
Nanking which granted Britain the trading and commercial rights 
in China. This unequal treaty opened the gates for further such 
one-sided treaties with other European imperial powers. 

British Trade 


Open Door Policy < Imperialism In > Opium Wars 


Sphere of Influence 


| Aspec 


Figure 20 — Imperialism in China 


Spheres of Influence & Open Door Policy: By late 1800s, 
France, Britain, Germany, Japan and Russia held their respective 
spheres of influence in China which included territories, ports, 


Ipping lines, rivers etc. in which one nation held exclusive 
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rights to profits and investment. In 1899, the United States 
backed by its victory over Spain, objected to spheres of influence 
and pushed for a new Open Door Policy that demanded that al] 
nations be given equal and complete rights to Chinese markets, 
Extraterritoriality: Europeans maintained extraterritoriality 
inside many Chinese port cities under which, foreigners were 
exempt from Chinese law enforcement and they could only be 
judged and tried by officials of their own nation. 

Impact -— Boxer Rebellion: The resulting lawlessness on the part 
of the Europeans and European economic, political, and military 
domination of the Chinese, contributed to anti-imperial mass 
social unrest in 1900, the Boxer Rebellion. Boxers aimed at 
ending foreign exploitation in north China and killed many 
Europeans while seizing the large foreign legation in Beijing. 
Japanese, Russian, British, American, German, French, Austrian, 
and Italian troops ended the revolt, sacked Beijing and set up a 


weak central government for their own economic benefit. 


In 1907, Britain & Russia signed Anglo-Russian Entente to 


settle their colonial disputes in Iran, Afghanistan, & Tibet. 
It delineated spheres of influence in Iran, stipulated that neither 


country would interfere in Tibet's internal affairs, & recognized 


Britain's influence over Afghanistan. 
Control over Iran was exerted by both Britain & Russia. 


o. Malaya, Ceylon, Afghanistan, Hong Kong, 
Britain 
Burma and Kowloon 
France Indochina - Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
Dutch Indonesia 
| 
Russia Central Asia 
Table 15 — Other Asian Nations 
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Sample Question 21: Japan turned out to be the only 
powerful nation in Asia amid the European imperialism. 
Much could have gone differently for Asia, had Japan not 
turned against it. Discuss. 


Imperialism in Africa 


(A) The Scramble for Africa (1876-1914): 


What: 
e Conquest of Africa by the major powers of Europe began with 


King Leopold II of Belgium who gained control over the Congo 


Basin's rich mineral resources. 
» Because of this event, Europe felt the need of having a policy on 


imperial claims. At the Berlin Conference, it gave the territory to 
Leopold II as 'The Congo Free State’ & evolved concept of 
‘effective occupation of territory' for recognition of future 
imperialist claims. It gave European nations the opportunity to 
take control of Africa and disregard the Natives that were there 


before them. 
- Europe began its conquest of Africa & by start of WW-1 


completed same with help of armament advantage. 


Resources 


Counter Other 
Imperialists 


Strategic Routes 


Figure 21 — Scramble for Africa 


Whv- 
hy - Reasons of scramble for Africa: 

Quest for control over A frican north-south corridor. 
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e Tocounter expansion by other European nations in Africa. 

e Market expansion and exclusive trade for economic stability ang 
development back home. 

e Control over Africa's natural resources. 

e Boost in revenue and treasury. 

e To gain control over strategic trade routes including the Horn of 
Africa, the southern tip of Africa and the west- African coast. 

e To develop refueling port stations for naval dominance. 

e To gain "prestige" and popular support for government back 
home. 


Mains 2013 Question: Africa was chopped into states artificially 
created by accident of European competition. Analyze. 


Answer: Africa was chopped into states by Europeans during Berlin 
Conference which had no African participation. The present African 
states are largely a result of colonization in which ‘Scramble for 
Africa’ and 'accidents' played a major role. 
¢ Leopold II of Belgium gained control over the Congo Basin's 
rich mineral resources & set the trigger for Berlin Conference. 
¢ Europe began its conquest of Africa and by the start of WW-1 
completed the same. 
e Following table shows which power colonized which state: 


a, Egypt, Uganda, Sudan, Nigeria, Kenya, Gold 
Britain 
coast South Africa 
France Algeria, Tunisia, Senegal, Congo, Djibouti 
Cana German Fast Africa (Burundi Rwanda, 
Sitian Tanzania), Togoland, Cameroon 
Italy Somali, Libya, Eritrea 
Portugal Mozambique, Angola 
Spain Guinea, Rio De Oro 
Table 16 — Europe In Africa 
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e Competition for markets, trade, natural resources. strategic 
trade routes, port stations etc. led to artificially created colonies. 

e African culture and tribes were given no hearing or respect in 
process of creating artificial boundaries. 


As a result, only Liberia and Ethiopia remained independent and it 
became a golden age of colonialism in Africa leading to decades of 
subjugation. 


Impact: 
e Only Ethiopia and Liberia remained independent and it became 


a'golden age’ of colonialism in Africa. 

e Post opening of Suez Canal, Ethiopia became a strategic location 
and came under danger of invasion. Ethiopia's Emperor Menelik 
II exploited European rivalries and competing interests and 
obtained modern weapons from France in lieu of concessions that 
increased French interest in Ethiopia. To counter this, Britain, 
Italy and Russia also offered weapons to Ethiopia making it 
further strong. 

¢ In 1889, Italy claimed Ethiopia as its protectorate & waged war 
against much stronger Ethiopia. Italy lost Battle of Adowa in 
1896. 


Sample Question 22: What do you understand by ‘scramble for 


Africa’? How did it start and what was its consequence for 
Africa? 


(B) Conflict in Africa - The Boer War (1895-1902): 
Background: 


* Afrikaners, the Dutch descendants of white settlers, had 


emigrated to South Africa throughout the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 


Ww 
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e South Africa witnessed conflict between Afrikaners and 
Europeans for political and economic control of the region. 

e Inthe 1830s Britain began to force Afrikaner population out from 
coastal areas to interior Transvaal and Orange Free State. 

e However, two other developments took place in the region, 
German control over Namibia and discovery of gold deposits in 


Transvaal. 
e Potential economic prospects and possibility of Germany playing 


a spoilsport led to British intervention in Transvaal under Cecil 


Rhodes. 
e Britain targeted Afrikaner policies on tariffs and trade for its self- 


interest and launched an overthrow attempt against Afrikaner 


Government. 
e This attempt proved to be a complete failure and Rhodes was 


forced to resign. 


War: 
e Under the veil of harsh treatment of British settlers in the 


Transvaal, British leadership built massive force in region by 


1899. 
e Afrikaner President Paul Kruger demanded withdrawal of troops. 
« Afrikaners threatened war if troops weren't removed. 
¢ On October 12, the Transvaal and Orange Free State declared war. 
e Because of effective Afrikaner guerrilla tactics, the British were 


forced to fight the war for three years. 
¢ British lost almost 30,000 fighting men, while Afrikaner forces 


lost some 5000 only. Over sixty thousand people had died in war. 
¢ British introduced and used concentration camps where more 


than 20,000 Afrikaner civilians died. Individual rights did not 
exist in these camps and women and children were raped, abused, 


and forced into labor for the British government. | 
e Finally, in 1902, the British under commander Herbert Horatio 


Kitchener, exhausted the Boer's into surrender. 
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Figure 22 — Boer War 


Impact: . 
» Thetwosides signed the Treaty of Vereeniging. 


> The Transvaal and Orange Free State became British colonies. 
© The British promised to pay three million pounds and promised 


the Afrikaners that no decision to include the black majority in 
government would be made before rule was returned to the 


Afrikaners. 
- This, unfortunately, made twentieth-century apartheid an 


eventuality. 


Sample Question 23: What was the Boer war and its impact on 


US's Imperialism 


e US got independence in 1776 and grew westward at expense of 


tribes. 
e Later, they added Louisiana from France, Alaska from Russia, 


Texas and California from Mexico etc. 
° As all the expansion and industrial development was within its 


own land, same wasn't noticed by outside world until 1890s when 


i US started annexing other territories to find new markets. 
, It annexed Hawaii & Samoa in Pacific. 
Spanish-American War (1898) ended Spanish colonial rule in the 


Americas and resulted in U.S. acquisition of territories in the 
western Pacific and Latin America. 
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+ Treaty of Paris ending the War was signed in 1898. Spain cedeg 
Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico & Philippines to US. Cuba gained 
independence from US in 1902. 

e Open door policy in China. 

e In Latin America, US used economic imperialism and interfered 
in its internal affairs (Mexico). 

e When Colombia didn't agree with US getting Panama Canal's 
construction rights from French, it sent troops in Panama. 

e Panama declared its independence from Colombia in 1903 & 
gave US control of the Panama Canal Zone. 


Sample Question 24: Capitalism and Imperialism fueled each other 
and eventually led to Socialism. Discuss. 


Japan's Imperialism 


e Japan, after years of modernization and westernization, became 


an imperialist starting 1890s. 
e Itstarted with china, then East Asia and later Asia-Pacific. 
e It beat China in 1895, got Formosa & forced it to recognize 


Korea's independence just to itself annex Korea in 1910. 
e In 1899, US-Europe gave up forced treaties of 1850s and Anglo- 


Japan treaty came to fore in 1902. 
¢ In 1905, it beat Russia in a war for Manchuria. 


Consequences of Imperialism 


Short term: 
- Some primitive nations received the necessary infrastructure to 


develop, example east Asia. | 
e While, many nations were destroyed by economic and social 


exploitation, example Africa. 


Long term: 
e Europe was at the epicenter of political domination of the world. 
e Imperialism led to illogical lines on the colonial maps, dislocation 


of thousands, especially in Africa. 


DO BY THE ACHIEVERS FOR THE ASPIRANTS 


pe @# }» 
| Decode History 


Only a handful of countries, outside of the western hemisphere, 


remained independent, example Ethiopia and Liberia. 
An interdependent world economy developed with Europe at its 


center. London became the financial center of the world. 
Colonies provide necessary raw materials for industrial 


production in Europe. European capital investment into colonies 


for rail-road construction. 
The arguments of cultural and racial superiority of the Europeans 


were advanced in favour of imperialism and it was projected as a 


‘White Man's burden' to develop colonized people. 
Africans and Asians were viewed as cheap labor for European 


factories and Marxism developed as a critique of capitalism. 


Gradually, this gave way to socialism. 
Rise of nationalism in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


POO OREPEEPDDSLOL DODO ODD: 


rm Short Term 


Long Term 
Dislocation Destruction 
Construction 


Economic Drain 
Ethnocentrism 
Long Freedom Struggle 


Figure 23 — Consequences Of Imperialism 


Nationalism Before WW-1 


China: 
+ Manchu Dynasty ruled China from 1644 to 1912. 
* Chinese Revolutionary League (CRL) of Sun Yat-sen led a 
nationalist democratic revolt & overthrew the Manchu dynasty 1n 
1912. CRL had 3 principles; Nationalism, Democracy and 


Livelihood. 
* A democratic republic was established 1n South China's Nanjing 


under Sun Yat-sen as President. Sun also formed the Kuomintang 
or Guomindang National Party. 
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However, General Yuan Shih-Kai established his dictatorship in 
North China at Beijing & was supported by foreign powers. He 
suppressed Kuomintang and exiled Sun. Shih-Kai ruled till his 
death in 1916. 


From 1916 to 1928, China was under the control of warlords. 


Ottoman Empire: 


61 


Table 17 — Reasons of Nationalism AA 


Series of protests and strikes in early 1900s forced the ailing shah 
to grant a constitution in 1906. 

Ist National Consultative Assembly (Majlis) was opened in 1906. 
However, Shah had Russian support and Majlis was suppressed 
under the rule (1907-09) of Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar. 

But democracy revived in 2nd Majlis & Shah fled to Russia. 

In 1911, Russian troops advanced towards Tehran due to 
differences between Russia and Iran over Russia's sovereignty 


(1907 treaty). Until the beginning of WW-I, Russia effectively 
ruled Iran. | 


All these events led to the rise of Reza Shah Pahlavi. 


J 
During the 19th century, the Ottoman Empire was one of the 
world's most expansive empires. By the outbreak of WW-1, 
however, the Ottoman Empire was in a state of rapid transition 
and decay. 

Ottomans struggled to retain control of their empire in the face of 
external pressure and internal turmoil. 

Ottomans were driven out of North Africa (by Europeans) and 
Egypt after a series ofunsuccessful wars. 

West Asia and Turkey were going through nationalist uprisings. 
1908 Young Turks Movement against Sultan led to restoration of 
constitution. Mustafa Kemal rose as a young Turk. 
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Latin America: 


Most of colonies in Latin America gained independence in the 
19th century during Atlantic revolutions. 

gut independence brought issues like absence of stable 
institutions, power struggles, discrimination against 
heterogeneous population (American Indians, European descent, 
Blacks etc.). 

Political instability and violence led to civil wars. 

Britain-US provided loans & investments to Latin America even 
as Latin America were dependent on them for its own exports. 
This eco-imperialism by West restricted economic development 
of Latin America, reduced them as informal empires & raw 
material exporters. 

As Latin American became aware about developments in Europe 
and Europeans started settling in Latin America, a tussle between 
Ethnic heterogeneity & modernity began. 

Mexican Revolution, involving American Indians and Mexican 
Guerillas known as Zapatistas, failed due to US intervention & 
nationalism began only after WW-1. 


Balkan Crisis (1874-1913) 


(A) First Balkan Crisis: 


Why: 


°. It began in 1874 with Bosnia-Herzegovina rebellion against 


Ottoman. 


e Religious conflict and economic oppression led the Christian 


peasants of Herzegovina to revolt in July 1875, and despite 
Ottoman promises of reform, the uprising continued. 


Sample Question 25: Explain the First Balkan crisis, giving the 
role it went on to play in the first World War. 


* When Turkey refused to reform its governing structure, Serbia 


declared war on the Ottoman Empire in June 1876. 
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War: 
e Russia joined Serbia and declared war on the Ottomans. 
e Britain supported Turkey to ensure balance of power and to 


protect its Mediterranean interests. 
e In January 1878, Turkey sought peace and Bismarck hosted the 


peace conference, known as the Congress of Berlin. 


Bosnia Herzegovina Ottoman Turkey 
Serbia Russia Britain 


Table 18 — lst Balkan War Sides 


Treaty: 
e Negotiations between the Russians and the Turks ended in the 
Treaty of San Stefano, which provided that reforms be enacted in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and that Serbia and Montenegro become 


fully independent and receive more territory. 


Figure 24 — Balkan War & Triple Alliance 


Impact: 
e Growing Russian power could alter balance of power & hence 


Britain secured Constantinople and Balkans away from 
Moscow's dominion. 


Bosnia and Herzegovina were turned over to Austria-Hungary. 
e Russia pledged to abandon its support of Serbia nationalism, 


completely disregarding Serbia's aspirations. This was a political 
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. defeat of Russia, which broke off from the Three Emperors' 


League. 
Germany and Austria-Hungary formed Dual Alliance in 1879, 


which with Italy in 1882 became Triple Alliance. 


(B) Second Balkan Crisis: 
What: 

e In 

« Russi 

Russian dominance of the Balkans. 


Germany supported Austria instead of Russia. 


1885, the Crisis erupted between Bulgaria and Serbia. 
a threatened to occupy Bulgaria, but Austria prevented 


Table 19 — 2nd Balkan War Sides 


Impact: 
e Later, 


Russian treaty in 1907; France, 


Triple Entente. 
¢ Balance of power 


Alliance. 


Russia allied itself with France in 1894. With Anglo- 
Great Britain and Russia formed 


now pitted Triple Entente against Triple 


Figure 25 — Balkan War & Triple Entente 


ampie Question 26: Explain the second Balkan crisis, 
etailing the role it went on to play in the first World War. 
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(C) Third Balkan Crisis: 
What: 

* Serbia & Russia wanted to incorporate Slavic lands into 'Greater 
Serbia’. In 1908, despite Russia's objections, Austria-Hungary 
annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina. Serbia took advantage of a 
weakened Turkey to increase its Balkan holdings, causing a war 
between Serbia & sugars in 1913. 


Table 20 — 3rd Balkan War Sides 


* Russia backed Serbia; Austria-Hungary backed Bulgaria. 
* Britain and Germany nominally supported Russia and Austria 
respectively, and urged a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 


Impact: 
e Itsetthe stage for World War 1. 


Sample Question 2 27: The € Balkan wars e especially a the final s 


involved in Balkan n Wars, -o — 


Significance of Period 1871-1914 


e This period of history was termed as 'dawn of a new era’ in 
scientific development, peace, economic expansion, and cultural 
civilization. 

e Europe aimed for perfection at home and wanted to spread its 
arms throughout the world. The consequence of it all was 
imperialism. 

e Britain, Germany and France controlled 45% of world trade & 
60% of world market for manufactured goods. 
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« Nationalist movements sprung in colonies. 
e Rivalries between European countries for colonies and European 
affairs led the world towards World War I. 
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3. WORLD WAR = I 


What & Who: 


67 


World War I took place between 1914 and 1918. 

It began in Europe on July 28, 1914. 

It was known as the "Great War" rather than World War. 

Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire 
formed the Central Powers. 

Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Romania, Japan, Portugal, Greece 
and US formed the Allied Powers. i 


Main theatre of War. Germany Army Frontier between Russia & Romania 


opened western front by invading on one side & central powers 
Luxembourg, Belgium & France. on the other. 
Table 21 — Western vs Eastern Front WW- 


Causes of WW-1 
Political tensions in early 20th century Europe, includin’ 
competition for colonizing foreign lands. 

European powers settled their rival claims, i.e. who will get what 
territory, on quid pro quo basis. Example, in 1904, Britain got 
Egypt in exchange of Morocco to France. As Germany was 
against this move, it got portion of French Congo in 1911. 

While western Europe was industrialized, eastern Europe lacked 
development and wanted to rise. Economic disparities also 
created tussle within Europe. 

Serbia wanted territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina to establish 
Greater Serbia. Balkan Wars changed balance of power in Europe. 
Serbia got Macedonia & Austria-Hungary got Albania. 
Austria-Hungary was inhabited by people from various 
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ethnicities like Czechs, Slovaks etc. & ethnic groups wanted 


independence. 


Czechoslovakia was under Austro-Hungary. 

Poland was shared by Russia, Austro-Hungary and Germany. 
Apart from controlling a part of Poland, Germany also controlled 
French Alsace Lorraine. 

Apart from controlling a part of Poland, Russia also controlled 
Baltic States, Finland and parts of Asia. 

Tangled web of alliances and defense treaties like Triple Alliance, 
Triple Entente, Anglo-Russian treaty etc. led world towards WW-1. 


Colonialism 


Archduke 
Assassination 


—> Alliances 


l 


Militarization 


Figure 26 — Causes of Ww-! 


e Many countries had hidden motives. Some historians believe that 
Germany deliberately encouraged Austria against Serbia in order 
to set off a war with a weaker Russia. Britain wanted to counter 
Germany as the later had built a naval fleet of its own and was also 
rising as a colonialist. France wanted back Alsace and Lorraine, 
which Germany took from them in 1871. 

+ Lapses in judgment on the part of world leaders. Germany thought 
that Britain and France won't enter war. 

° Amid growing Military technology, new weapons (Tanks, 

airplanes and submarines) & feverish preparation of war, war 

seemed inevitable. 

Mines, torpedoes, and submarines introduced new threats of war 

a Seas like never. Battle of Coronel, the Battle of the Falkland 

slands etc. proved the worth of these new weapons. 
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Sample Question 28: What were the long term anq 
immediate reasons for World War - 1? Why did the bilateral 
issue turned into a world war? 


Immediate Cause of WW-1 


* On June 28, 1914, Serbian 'Black Hand' militants assassinated the 

archduke of Austria, Franz Ferdinand, in Sarajevo, Bosnia- 

Herzegovina, a province of Austria-Hungary. 

Tensions increased between Austria-Hungary and Serbia as 

Austria-Hungary blamed the Serbia for the assassination and for 

seeding unrest among ethnic Serbs in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

°- Austria-Hungary decided to invade Serbia but were beware of 
Russia's ties with Serbia. 

e German emperor, Kaiser Wilhelm II pledged support to Austria- 

Hungary in case Russia supports Serbia. This guarantee is 

referred to as Germany's "Blank Check.” 

On July 23, 1914, Austro-Hungarian government issued an 

Ultimatum to Serbia containing 10 demands. 

It demanded that they be allowed to participate in Serbia's 


investigation of Archduke's assassination and required Serbia to 
end anti-Austrian propaganda. 


° The ultimatum was intended to be humiliating to Serbia. 


Figure 27 - WW-1 Beginning 


WW-1 Beginning 
° On July 25, Serbia accepted demands but not entirely. 


e Three days later Austria Declared War on Serbia & attacked 
Belgrade. 
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Russia ordered mobilization of its troops against Austria- 


Hungary. 


Russia prepared for war with Germany as it knew that Germans 


would come for Austria's help. Germany ordered its own 
mobilization. Britain tried to intervene diplomatically but failed. 
. Germany declared war on France as it thought that France will 
join Russia & that it would be easy to defeat France before that 
happens. Also, it declared war on Belgium, a neutral country. 
Britain had a defense agreement with Belgium & declared war on 
Germany (August 1914). Also, it had promised to protect North 


France against German navy. 
» Gradually, Serbia-Austria war became secondary as other 


theatres of war opened. 


WW-1 in Full Flow 


Germany VS Belgium/Russia: 
German armies gathered along F rance's eastern borders, even as it 


was fighting Belgium. Belgium's occupation was completed in 


August. 
- Russian army crossed Germany's border in East Prussia, while the 


German forces focused on France. However, Russia's advance in 
Germany was cut short by General Hindenburg and about 
300,000 Russian soldiers were killed. 


Table 22 — WW-1 Battles 


Austria-Hungary vs Russia/Serbia: 


roa army was able to push deep into Austria-Hungary (Aug 


Se ie ; 
hse armies forced the Austria to retreat. 
Sla's m , 
Eas s attack on Germany and Austria-Hungary formed the 
-aStern Front of war. 
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Japan vs Germany: 


Japan entered war in solidarity with Britain and to retake 


terntories in China & Pacific that Germany had seized. 


Germany vs France/Britain: 


71 


Battle with France started in Alsace-Lorraine (Aug 1914), after 
Belgium's defeat. 

Germany advanced up to river Marne, on outskirts of Paris. 
British and French forces used Reconnaissance Planes for spying 
on German troop movements, but aerial warfare played small role 
if any. 

Battle of the Marne (September 1914) lasted for 5 days and 
Germany was forced to retreat by the Allied forces to the river 
Aisne (September 1914). This formed Western Front of war. 
Germany's Schlieffen Plan, according to which it would have 
quickly defeated France before Russia could mobilize, had failed 
and ıt was drawn into a long war. 

On one hand Germany tasted success against Britain in North Sea 
with the use of submarines or the U-boats, elsewhere its' navy lost 
battle of Bight against British navy. 


Battle of Verdun oa ee Battle of — Germany 
& Somme ae -  Røtreated 


Figure 28 — Germany vs France 


Overall, Germany failed because of early attack by Russta tn Kast, 
Britain's entry in war, limited supplies in Marne ete. 


Later, between February-December 1916, Germany and branes 
battled in French Verdun, which saw use of poison gas. Iwas 
longest single battle of war and France was able to save the lou 
Also, between July-November 1916, Germany and France metal 
Somme river in battle of Somme. 
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Sample Question 29: Historically, countries have tried to 
exercise control over straits, be it during Crimean War or World 
War 1. China’s South China Sea claims are in same line. 
Discuss. 

Turkey Vs Britain/France: 


. While Central Powers threatened West Asia and North Africa, 
Allied forces targeted Arab territories of Ottoman. Britain & 
France entered into Sykes-Picot pact in 1916 to divide Arab 


territories between themselves. 


-Sykes-Picot 
B French castrat 
i 
l 


Figure 29 — Sykes Picot 


* In March 1915, British and French forces launched an ill-fated 
naval attack on Turkish forces in the Dardanelles in northwestern 
Turkey, hoping to take control of the strategically vital strait 
separating Europe from Asia. Control of the only waterway 
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea was crucial to 
maintain military and food supplies and to prevent it from falling 
to Germany. However, as battleships suffered losses during 


attack, plan was changed. 
British and Turks also battled in Mesopotamia (for control of the 


oil fields), in Gallipoli, Amara. British could not take over 
Baghdad. 
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Italy vs Austria-Hungary: 

e Italy remained neutral till May 1915. 

e It broke from 1882 Triple Alliance and sided with Allied forces 
against Austria-Hungary as London Pact offered it territories in 
Austria-Hungary, as well as in Albania, Turkey, and North Africa. 

e Italy was defeated in Battle of Caporetto in October 1917 


War of Attrition: 

e By 1916 most battles had reached stalemates, with neither side 
gaining nor losing much ground. This was war of attrition or a 
contest to see which country could afford to lose the most soldiers. 

¢ The primary reason that World War I became a war of attrition was 
the use of Modern Weapons which made it easy to kill enemies if 
they came out into the open to fight. 

e British success against Germany in Battle of Messines Ridge, 
France, in June 1917 broke the stalemate. A 


Sample Question 3 30: m lo yo: 


J 
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Eastern Front, Romania vs Austria-Hungary: 
e Romania remained neutral till August 1916 before signing a pact 


with the Allied Powers. 
e Romania attacked Austria while Bulgaria along with Germany 


declared war on Romania and captured Bucharest. 


03. Sank Ships 


— 01. Supported Allied 


YOU BJU. Z Wi 
A BKIS A 
A EELE] J 
A Wii LL GRGURA, DAA, 
A G GOGE j Ys Jy EG 
LU: Fg ALHA op 
M aval © 


Z 4 

2 

g A 

$ 7 A ASi 

Zz Vl IL 

z ? Y Vey 5 7 

E L o ae 


04. Entered WW-!] 
Figure 30 — US Entry in WW- 1 
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US's Entry: 
In December 1916, US tried to broker a resolution to which 


Germany responded positively while France and Britain did not. 

German U-boats were authorized to sink ships that they believed 

to be providing aid to the Allies. Germany and Britain imposed 

naval blockade over each other to cut supplies under the policy of 
blockade. 

US, though neutral, had been providing material assistance to 

Allied Forces. Germany sank a US ship and Zimmermann 

telegram exposed German plans with Mexico for reclaiming 

Texas. These events made way for US's entry in war in April 1917 

and its troops were sent to Britain and France. 

» In January 1918, Wilson gave "Fourteen Points", required to 
restore world peace. These included; eviction of German troops 
from Russia, France, and Belgium; diplomacy and treaties to be 
carried out openly; lifting global economic barriers; reduction of 
arms; freedom of seas. 

» The fourteenth point called for establishing a "General 
Association" of the world's states, with each to have equal 
representation regardless of size or strength. 

* Wilson's proposals laid foundation for the armistice negotiations. 


Eastern Front, Russia's Exit: 

* Russia experienced heavy defeats against Germany. Its death toll 

was enormous, and it was losing territory. 

* War had sparked food shortages and labour strikes in Russia and 

this decreased Russian's confidence in Tsar. 

* Allthis led to Russian Revolution and Russia's exit from war. 

* The last Russian offensive came in July 1917 along the eastern 

front. 

- Its exit from war closed the eastern front, though some action 
continued even in 1918 (Romania peace treaty with Central 
Forces). Germany captured Russian equipment and increased its 
offensive in west and south. 

Russia ceded many of its territories to Germany under the treaty of 
Brest- Litovsk. 
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Sample Question 31: Though Russia's exit ftom world war | impacted 
the allied forces in western front, US’s entry ensured that impact was 
minimum. Why did US enter the war and did its entry really had a major 


impact? 


End of WW-1 


German offensive in the west was to be countered by US entry. Ot 
21 March 1918, Germany pushed for Somme and Paris using 
heavy artillery, Cannons and poison gas. 
Allied forces pushed Germany back in Battle of Lys and by April 
end, all the forces, except US's, were in bad state. Much to Allied 
forces' criticism, US forces had not participated much in the 
combat despite Allied forces losing ground. However, in May 
1918, US pledged troops to fight along with Allied forces & won 
French Cantigny. 
During summer of 1918, world was hit by influenza outbreak 
which also impacted the war as German-Austrian forces were 
killed the most by the disease & their militaries were just steps 
away from mutinies. 

In June-July 1918, Germany attacked at Château-Thierry. 
German forces pushed for Paris but were driven back by Allies. 


q . y n 
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Germany 7 Austria 
Figure 31 — End of WW-1 


Going forward against Ottoman Empire; Britain captured 
Baghdad, Mesopotamia, Jerusalem and hit Turkey proper. 

By October 1918, Turkey was forced to call peace. Dardanelles 
was opened to Allied ships and Ottoman Empire's territories 
became independent countries. 
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Bulgaria was first central power to surrender. Poland declared 
independence. Provisional government was formed in 
Czechoslovakia. 


1918's September-October revolution in Germany formed a 
constitutional monarchy and Prince moved armistice 


negotiations, announced withdrawal of forces from France and 


Belgium. 
Even as Germany just announced withdrawal in October, Austria 


independently ended its war participation. Serbia, Croatia, and 
Slovenia proclaimed independence as Yugoslavia. When 
Hungary declared its independence, Austria-Hungary ceased to 


exist. 
German armistice was signed in November and war ended on 11th 


November 1918. 


Paris Peace Conference 


At Paris Peace Conference in 1919-20 victorious Allies met to set 
the peace terms for the defeated Central Powers. 

5 treaties were signed apart from creation of League of Nations 
(LoN). 

Though Wilson's 14 points were basis of conference, principles of 
no punitive damages and no annexation were violated. 

No central powers were present at conference and treaties were 


dictated peace. 
Russia denounced conference. 


Versailles Treaty: 


WWW Upc 
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Treaty between Germany & Allies was signed in June 191 9, 
Germany lost territories to Belgium-Denmark-Lithuania; Alsace- 


Lorraine to France. It also lost most of Poland including the city of 
Danzig, which came under League of Nations (LON) control. Its 
Pacific colonies were divided among Japan, Australia & New 
Zealand as LoN 'mandate' for 'development' of colonies. 
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* Poland became independent & was given Polish Corridor Strip of 
land along the River Vistula, dividing East Prussia from the Test of 
Germany, and providing Poland with access to the Baltic Seq. 


Germany Austria Hungary Bulgaria Turkey 
Versailles Saint-Germain Trianon Neuilly Serves 


Figure 32 — WW-1 Treaties 


e Germany was forbidden to develop Rhineland militarily. German 
army numbers were to be limited and its air force-submarines 
were banned. 

e It had to pay massive war reparations and accept full 
responsibility for the entire war. Germany's Saar coal mine area 
was given to LON. 

e Itwas denied union with Austria. 

e Treaty led to economic dismemberment of German states & left 
German people humiliated, impoverished & on brink of 
revolutions, especially from Nazis. It basically ended a war to 
restart another. 


Treaty of Saint-Germain: 

¢ Signed in September 1919 between Allied & Austria. 

e Austria and Hungary were separated to break Habsburg Empire. 

e Austria recognized independence of Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia & Poland. 

e Treaty limited Austria's long-service volunteer army to 30,000 
men. 

°- It broke up Austro-Hungarian navy, distributing it among the 
Allies. 

e Austria was made liable for reparations. 

e Union with Germany was barred. 

e Austria was made financially-militarily weak. It therefor 
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became a force of instability in Europe between the two World 
Wars. 


League of Nations: 
© What, Where & Who: 


¢ 14th point of Wilson's 14 points established League of Nations 
on Jan. 10, 1920. 

¢ Ithad3 agencies: Assembly, Council and Secretariat. 

e Itwas based in Geneva, Switzerland and first met in November 

1920 but without Germany, Russia, and US. 

Germany was in league only from 1926 to 1933, USSR could 

become member only in 1934 and US never joined the league. 


Russia join late, Et > 


_ Cooperation, Disarmament 


Table 23 - LoN 


Aims: 

e Prevention of war through disarmament (Art-8), no external 
aggression (Art-10), resolving disputes, aiding bankrupt 
nations, promote international peace, cooperation & security. 

e Article 16 called for sanctions against aggressor nation in a 


War. 


e Impact: 
e It had members from all continents, but fate was in hands of 


major European powers only. 
- It was able to resolve conflicts between minor powers only & 
did nothing when Japan attacked China in 1931 (Japan left 


LoN) or when Italy attacked Ethiopia (1935). 
¢ It used Treaty of Mutual Assistance to identify aggressor 
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* Also. Geneva Protocol provided for compulsory arbitration of 
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nation & pledge League support to the victim. Overall, treaty 


was a failure. 


international disputes by the League, but it was brought down 
by Britain for its colonial interests. 

e It basically had only the power to invoke economic sanctions 
against a nation (did against Italy but later took back), which 
also it failed to do against powerful ones. 

e However, it oversaw signing of Locarno Pacts between 
France-Belgium and Germany for ensuring peace on French- 
German and Belgian-German borders. 

e Yet, it failed to achieve a lasting peace, could not bring an 
organized disarmament due to its inability to persuade Britain 
and France and came out as a weak coalition of distressed 
States. 


» NoAlliance Military Restrictions 


Table 24 — Similarities in Post-War Treaties 


Signed between Hungary and Allied on 4 June 1920. 
Hungary was shorn of at least two-thirds of its former territory 
and two-thirds of its inhabitants. 

Hungary ceded territories to Czechoslovakia, Romania & 
Yugoslavia. 

Its armed forces were restricted to 35,000 men, lightly armed & 
employed only to maintain internal order & to secure the 
frontiers. 

Due to violation of self-determination, the seeds of resentment, 
ethnic conflict, and interwar tension were sown. 


Treaty of Neuilly-sur-Seine: 
e Treaty between Bulgaria and Allied became effective Aug. 9, 


1920. 


¢ Bulgaria was forced to cede lands to Yugoslavia and Greece. 
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¢ Its army was reduced to 20,000 men. 
e It was asked to pay huge reparations. 


Treaty of Sevres: 
e Treaty between Ottoman Turkey and Allied on Aug. 10, 1920. 
e Britain-France divided Arab lands via 1916 Sykes-Picot Pact. 


Syria & Lebanon went to France while Iraq, Palestine & 


Transjordan to Britain. 
e Treaty of Sevres abolished the Ottoman Empire and obliged 


Turkey to renounce all rights over Arab Asia and North Africa. 
e It provided for an independent Armenia, autonomous Kurdistan, 


Greek control over the Aegean islands commanding the 


Dardanelles. 
e Turkey's dismemberment by treaty led to revolt under Mustafa 


Kemal. : 
e Rejected by the new Turkish nationalist regime, the Treaty of 


Sevres was replaced by the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923. Turkey 


became republic and caliphate was abolished. 


War's Consequences 


It led almost directly to World War II. 
In total, including battle casualties, civilian deaths, and victims of 


disease, the loss of life was about 40 million. 


e Changes in Europe's boundaries: 
e The German and Austro-Hungarian empires ceased to exist. 
e Much of eastern Europe was re-divided along ethno- 


linguistic lines. 
e Hungary, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia & Finland 


became independent. 
e Nations like Yugoslavia & Czechoslovakia were awkwardly 


combined into one. 
e Reorganization of Middle East established Armenia, Turkey, 


Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq. 
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End of monarchy in Europe. 

It threw Europe into an economic depression. 
Socialism gained increasing popularity. 

Birth of the League of Nations. 
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6. RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 
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Introduction 


e It is important to note that the Western world used the Gregorian 


Calendar while Russia used the Julian Calendar, which fell 13 days 
behind the Gregorian calendar. Dates/Months of revolution are as per 
Julian Calendar. Russian Revolution of 1917 had two main events, 
February revolution (March of Gregorian Calendar) and October 


revolution (November of Gregorian Calendar). 


Causes of Russian Revolution 


Causes may be traced back nearly a century. The first signs of 
widespread political dissent in Russia surfaced nearly a century 
before the Russian Revolution, following the death of Tsar Alexander 
I in December 1825. Over the years, Russian monarchy became 
weaker and vulnerable. Tsar, Nicholas II, used severe measures to 
subdue resistance movements which in turn incited still more unrest. 


Autocratic rule led to Russian Revolution. 
Lenin rose as a powerful figure even though he wasn't in Russia 


during February Revolution and returned to Russia only in April 


1917. 
Socialist movements began to spread. Russian Social Democratic 


Labour Party formed in 1898. RSDLP later split into Bolsheviks 
(majority) and Mensheviks (minority) factions, with the Bolshevik 
faction eventually becoming the Communist Party of the Soviet 


Union. 
With Russia faring poorly in WW - I and facing severe food 


shortages, strikes and public protests happened in the country. 
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Autocracy 
Rise of Reasons of ar Foreign 
Socialism Revolution Policy 


$ 


Workers Misery 


Figure 33 — Russian Revolution Reasons 


* Despite of growth in the number of factories in Russia, the country 
lagged other European countries & was economically backward. 

© Growth of industrialization brought grueling working conditions. 
poor wages, child labour and other such problems. 

* Defeat by Japan in 1905 increased unrest in Russia. 

- Foreign policy and role played in European affairs like its entry in 
WW-1, treaty with Germany etc. 

e Peasant discontent even after abolition of serfdom. 


Two Key Events 


(A) February Revolution: 
What, How & Who: 

¢ It grew from 1917 demonstrations and riots of Petrograd and a 
wasn't planned revolution that primarily limited Petrograd. 

e Gathering of working Women in Petrograd to mark International 
Women's Day turned violent as it was joined by Male workers 
who went on general strike calling for an end to war & monarchy. 

e Many soldiers felt empathy for the crowds and more than 80,000 


troops mutinied. 
e Soldiers were anyway unequipped to fight the war and faced 
heavy losses. 
Mensheviks Martov, Martinov, Axelrod 
Bolsheviks Lenin, Trotsky, Kamenev, Stalin 
Provisional Govt. Kerensky, Lvov 
Army Kornilov 


Table 25 — Important Leaders of Russian Revolution 
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Duma ( legislature) was namesake and under orders from the Tsar, 
Nicholas II, to disband but continued to meet in secret and 
concluded that the unrest won't end if Tsar remained in power. 
Petrograd Soviet, an organization of revolutionary workers and 
soldiers dominated by the Menshevik Party, called for full-scale 
revolution and an end to the monarchy. 


Impact of February Revolution: 

» Tsar was removed from power. 
Duma members assumed role of Provisional Government, a 
temporary govt. until Constituent Assembly could be elected. 
Alexander Kerensky, a member of both Provisional Government 
and Petrograd Soviet, became PM of the provisional government. 
However, Petrograd Soviet favored far more radical changes, 
Russian participation in war continued & Bolsheviks were exiled. 
The arrival of Lenin in Russia in April 1917 changed the situation. 


Sample Question 33: February revolution was largely a mass 
demonstration and might well have ended differently, if the 
military a and other group had not gotten involved. Discuss. 


(B) October or Bolshevik Revolution: 


Who: 
e Itwasamuch more planned event, led by Lenin's Bolsheviks. 


* Bolsheviks were viewed as an extremist group and had very little 
popular support in April 1917. However, they gained support 
within Petrograd by October. Their aims were socialism, self- 
determination, 8 hours work rule, ending oppression against non- 
Russian citizens and ending inequalities. 


Lenin & Revolution's Background: 
Lenin denounced the Provisional Government and the Petrograd 


Soviet and gave several speeches calling for the overthrow of the 
80vernment and to place Russia under Bolshevik control. These 
Speeches came to be known as the April Theses. 
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e However, prominent Socialists, members of Petrograd Soviet r 
many from Lenin's own party, wrote him offas too radical. 

Lenin gave slogan of "All Power to The Soviets" and sought to 
agitate the masses against government even though they Were 
primarily a tool of the Mensheviks. 


Lenin came to 
ke 


February 
Revolution 


Figure 34 — Course of Russian Revolution 


Meanwhile, Kerensky ordered army to undertake a renewed 
offensive along Austrian front in WW-1. However, the operation 
was acomplete failure and it weakened Kerensky politically. 

As frustrated military personnel began to demonstrate in the 
streets, the Bolsheviks attempted to agitate the troops against 
government but completely failed to bring out coup and second 
revolution. 

Bolshevik leaders including Leon Trotsky were arrested and 
Lenin managed to escape to Finland. 

Meanwhile, an unrelated series of events known as Kornilov 
Affairs took place. General Kornilov, commander in chief of 
Russian army, and Kerensky lacked mutual trust, so much so that 
Kerensky believed that Kornilov was planning a coup and called 
for Bolsheviks' help. 

Kornilov affair weakened Kerensky whereas Bolsheviks 
increased their store of weapons when Kerensky asked them to 
come to his aid. 

This provided Lenin with opportunity he was waiting for ® 
Kerensky's credibility was destroyed in the eyes of the military. 
Lenin recognized that the government's hesitation to pull the 
country out of WW-1 was a weakness that could be exploited 4 
the army was on the verge of revolting. 
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È . He demanded Russia's exit from war & received armed forces' 
Ny support. 

ly 


| Sample Question 34: What ate the differences between the 
February Revolution and the October Revolution and how did 
socialism led to the Russian Revolution? 


How- Main Events: 

«e By October, Lenin returned to Petrograd & planned 2nd 
revolution. 

e Kerensky pressed for the arrest of every Bolshevik, but his own 
party called for negotiations. 

e Government closed Bolshevik Newspapers and installed Junkers 
(cadets from local military academies) to guard government 
buildings and strategic points around the city like the Winter 


pir o. 

i Palace, headquarters of provisional government. 

e October 24th was the first day of the revolution. 

. e Bolshevik troops occupied crucial points in the capital as Junkers 

i assigned to guard these sites fled. 

e Kerensky fled from the city. 

yl * Winter Palace was taken over and ministers were arrested. 

ie f Spontaneous Planned 

ct | : _ Lenin not in Russia _ - Led by Lenin 

hy : Tsar removed & Provisional Provisional Govt 

0 : Govt Formed removed 
. Civil War wasa 
Cee 2 emai, 7 | 

NW | | 

i Table 26 — Differences B/W Feb-Oct Revolutions 


Impact of October Revolution: 
* At the Second Congress of Soviets, Decree on Peace, which 
| ended Russia's WW-1 participation, & Decree on Land, which 


Socialized all land in the country for redistribution to peasants 
Were declared. 
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Previous unequal treaties with Isar were abolished. 

Right ofall people to equality & self-determination proclaimeg 
New provisional government, called the Soviet of The People 
Commissars (SPC), was formed. Lenin was its chairman anq i 
its members were Bolsheviks. 

There was little ifany bloodshed. 

Interestingly, only few Russians seemed to even care about 
change in governments and this enabled the new leadership to 
extend its powers so much so that its Marxist policies were 
implemented through brutal and repressive means. | 
Soviet Union or the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), 
world's first Communist state, was established. 


Impact of Russian Revolution 


Short Term: 


87 


— heyouúom,, 


New rulers were drawn largely from the intellectual and working 
classes rather than from the aristocracy. 

It affected social structure, culture, international relations etc. 
Prior to 1917, Russia was a mostly agrarian nation. The revolution 
opened the door for Russia to fully enter the industrial age as it 
made technological advancements. 

Urban-industrial regions grew & population was drawn to cities. 
Education also took a major upswing. 


YY) 
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iG SHORT TERM: Industries, WW Exit 


—> Consequences 


A Le LONG TERM: Communism, Cold War 


Figure 35 — Russian Revolution Impacts 


Russia 


It also had considerable international consequences as i 
fort 


pulled out of World War I, changing the balance of forces 
remaining participants. 

In November 1917, the new government ordered Russ 
to cease all hostilities on the front. In December 191 


ian troops 
7, Russ!ê 


www upsocuIDe® 


HY THE ACHIEVERS FOR THE ASPIRANTS 


p 


, pecode History 


signed an Armistice with Germany and Austria as the Germans 
were threatening to invade Petrograd. 
. Lenin consented to give up most of Russia's territories including 
finland, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
Bessarabia, and the Caucasus region, along with some of the coal- 
mining lands of southern Russia. 
It led to Civil War during which several nations including the 
United States, sent troops to Russia. 


Long Term: 
» Over the next decades, the Soviet Union actively sponsored and 

assisted Communist revolutions around the world to broaden its 

sphere of influence and threatened by the possibility of same in 

their own lands, Western nations viewed communism as a threat. 

» Following WW-2 & advent of nuclear age, confrontation between 


the Soviet Union and US took center stage in form of a Cold War. 


Civil War 


What and Why: 

- Lenin, expecting the Bolsheviks to do well, allowed Elections for 
members of the Constituent Assembly to proceed as scheduled 
but Bolsheviks performed only modestly in the elections. They 
dissolved the assembly & replaced it by Third Congress of 
Soviets. Lenin and the Bolsheviks were made the permanent 
rulers. 

° Bolsheviks began to treat their critics as traitors and rebuilt their 
military force, the early core of the newly established Red Army. 
Lenin's opponents ranged from monarchists, democrats, militants 
to socialists and came together as the White Army. 

In August, there was assassination attempt on Lenin. He survived, 
but a crackdown, Red Terror, on all forms of opposition started. 
Civil war began in 1918 lasted well into 1920-1921. 

Allied forces sent military aid and forces to help the White Army 
So that Russia could be forced to re-enter WW-1. 
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e By 1921, Bolsheviks had fully crushed the rebellion. 


Impact: 
e The civil war and the famine that followed claimed 15 million 
lives in three-year struggle and in the famine that followed. 
e Government had to obring in economic reforms. 


Sample Question 3 35: 5: Why di did Russia face civil unrest post 
Russian Revolution a and how did it come out of same? 


7, INTER-WAR YEARS 


Broadview of 1919-1938 


Empires of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Ottoman were in 


ruins. 
Physically, Paris Peace Conference reduced large East European 


territories into economically unviable independent states. 
Politically, European nations were divided between extreme left 


and extreme right. Communism took hold in the Soviet Union, 


while fascism controlled Germany, Italy and Spain. 
Countries didn't become democratic and revolutions, like Russian 


Revolution, were suppressed in countries like Germany. 
. Conflicts between European powers increased considerably. 
» European and Asian nations witnessed nationalism and civil wars 


by factions and ethnic groups. 


Sample Question 36: Consequences of WW-1 for European 
Nations were so Devastating that they became too reliant on US for 
post war reconstruction. This proved disastrous in backdrop of 
economic depression. Comment. 


* National debts increased considerably & unemployment was 


rampant. 
+ League of Nations tried to bring nations into dialogue for 


deterrence of war and disarmament, peace and stability. 
* US became superpower and claimed that it fought war for 


democracy and rights-liberty of small nations. 
* World slipped into great depression in 1929. It was a severe 


economic depression that took place mostly during the | 930s, 
beginning in US. In most countries, it started in 1929 and lasted 


until the late 1930s. 
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Great Economic Depression 


By 1929, 33% of US's wealth was concentrated in hands of 5% 
people. 

Though economy grew, there wasn't enough demand for huge 
supply. 

US increased speculative investments, loans and exports in 


Europe, thus boosting its own economy & Europe's dependence 


on US. 
However, its economy based on speculation was unsustainable 


and fell into depression, taking down Europe's economy as 


well. 
US market crashed as share prices fell, collapsing the banks and 


savings of population. It resulted in huge job & agricultural 
losses. 


Figure 36 — Great Depression 


New Deal Policy under Roosevelt expanded federal government's 
role in the economy in response to Great Depression. | st New Deal 
(1933-1934) provided relief for unemployed, recovery of 
economy by government spending, and reform of capitalism by 
regulations. 2nd New Deal (1935-1938) offered legislative 
reforms and created the groundwork for today's modern social 


welfare system. 
Yet, it was the military expenditures of WW-2, not New Deal, that 


eventually pulled the United States out of the Great Depression. 
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Central Powers: | | 
e Germany had to pay huge reparations & went through period of 


great depression leading to mass unemployment and inflation. It 
had to opt for loan to pay reparations to France as French troops 
intruded in Ruhr Valley in 1923 when Germany defaulted 
payments. Austrian agricultural production was reduced to half to 
that of pre-war levels while Hungary witnessed massive price 


rise. 


Allied Powers: 
e Allies suffered huge war debts at hands of US and had to take 


loans to repay US's debts. 


Europe in General: 
e Though, European economy stabilized to some extent between 


1925-29, Europe had already gone through a population boom, 
a j destruction of land & property, unprecedented poverty & 


unemployment. 
= œ Deficit financing, to repay loans, increased money supply 


'artificially' but depreciated currencies. 
e Itis in this backdrop that US's great depression spread in Europe 


and currency corrections led to collapse of European banking 
system and Europe plunged into economic depression of its own 
and its currencies collapsed. This is especially true for Germany. 


Mains 2013 Question: What policy instruments were 
deployed to contain the great economic depression? 


Answer: Great Economic Depression was worldwide economic 
downturn in industrialized western world that began in 1929 & 
lasted until about 1939 & caused drastic declines in Output, severe 
unemployment etc. It sparked fundamental changes in economic 
institutions, macroeconomic policy, and economic theory as 


under: 
* The initial policy decision was in line with laissez-faire 
approach. 
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* Later, 'New Deal' under Roosevelt expanded federal 
government's role in the economy. 

* ls New Deal (1933-1934) provided relief for unemployed, 
recovery of economy by government spending, and reform of 
capitalism by regulations. 


Gov Spending 


Monetary Measures Against Social 
Policy Economic Security 
Depression 


l 


Banking Acts 
Figure 37 — Measures Against Economic Depression 


e Keynesian economics was followed to increase government 


spending in infra structural projects. This created demand. 
¢ Inthe monetary policy, interest rates were lowered in line with 


easy monetary policy. 
e 2nd New Deal (1935-1938) offered legislative reforms and 


created the groundwork for today's modern social welfare 
system. Social security programmes like health insurance, 
unemployment benefits were started. This gave assurance to 


people. 
e Banks were separated from risky investment banking 
activities by the passage of the Glass Stegall Act. 


Hence, array of measures was followed but relief from depression 
came only due to WW-2 which boosted industrial production. 


US Between Wars 


e US refused to join LoN, rejected treaty of Versailles & didn't 


recognize government of USSR. 
e War provided US industries with huge market & employment. Post 


war it struggled economically but soon began industrialization. 
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e Industrialization driven issues of worker rights, corruption and 
monopolies persisted but unions couldn't emerge as companies often 
had government and court support. 


Interwar Years No to LoN, Industrialization, Trade Unions, | | 
words Radicalism, World Creditor, Depression, Racism | 
Yankee Imperialism, Export Economy, Dollar | 
Diplomacy, depression, Peasant Uprisings, Labour | 
Unions, Good Neighbour Policy, Fascism, 
_Mexican Revolution č 
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Table 27 — US-Latin B/W Wars 


However, trade unions started emerging in 1930s, while radicalism 
grew in US with Sacco & Vanzetti case who were falsely persecuted 


to spread scare that US is falling to revolutions. 
e It emerged as prime creditor of world, especially for Europe and 


Latin America but itself underwent economic depression in 1929. 
e Racial discrimination was rampant and spread beyond southern 


States. 
e US' economic-military domination in Latin America came to be 


known as Yankee Imperialism. 


Latin America Between Wars 


e Latin American countries continued to pursue export-led growth 
after WW-1. However, the external environment was much less 
favorable than it used to be. Great Depression further hampered 
exports. 

e Countries were dominated by army & landlords who exploited 
masses & peasantry, giving birth to uprising, communist parties, 
labour unions & peasant organizations. 

¢ Latin America was reduced as economic appendage of US as it 
became dependent on US investments due to US's dollar diplomacy 


in 1920s. 
e Later in 1933, Roosevelt implemented 'Good Neighbour' policy to 
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improve relations with Latin America. A reaction to the exploitative 
dollar diplomacy, Good Neighbor policy encouraged interaction 
between US and Latin America as equals. 


Sample Question 37: Are US policies of Dollar Diplomacy and 


Good Neighbour still relevant in Latin America? Justify your 
view (s). 


Latin America witnessed cultural nationalism & anti-imperialism 
even as fascist groups started to form there. 


Mexico experienced negative economic growth along with great 
political turmoil during the first decade of the Mexican Revolution 
beginning in 1910. It established relations with Soviet and 
nationalized industries, oil sector and railways. 


In Nicaragua, Sandino grew as a revolutionary & leader ofa rebellion 


between 1927-1933 against the U.S. military occupation i of 
Nicaragua. 


A 
4 


Europe Between Wars — Background 


e Countries like Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia etc. got independence. 


e Paris peace conference treaties became source of resentment. 
e Alliances reshaped and led world towards WW-2. 


e Europe witnessed unrest due to loss of life-property, economic 
stagnation, strikes and job loss leading to authoritarian regimes. 


Western Europe Between Wars 
Germany 


Background: 
¢ Weimar Republic was the German state from 1918 to 1933. 


e Parliament or Reichstag safeguarded popular rights, liberties and 
adult franchise. 


e Germany was crippled by war. Treaty of Versailles' reparations 
further ruined it economically and militarily. 
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o After Hindenburg's death in 1934, Hitler fused the positions of 


chancellor and president into one and took control as dictator. 
What followed was, Nazi control over media and spread of Nazi 


ideology, anti-Semitism and persecution of Jews. 
Hitler violated Treaty of Versailles & led rearmament, withdrew 


from LoN in 1933, built navy-army-air force and occupied 
Rhineland. West kept a blind eye to all these moves. 


Benito Mussolini’s in 
view(s) _ 


Hitler's Expansionism - Anschluss and Appeasement: 


Anschluss: In March 1938, Nazi troops annexed Austria & Hitler 
claimed that annexation was supported by his doctrine of 


N à Anschluss, or natural political unification of Germany and 


Austria. 
Policy of Appeasement: Britain and France took no action 


regarding Austria's annexation. Later, Hitler demanded 
Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia & in September 1938 Munich 


) Conference; which took place without Czechoslovakia; Britain- 
France overlooked their own treaties with Czechoslovakia & 


accepted Hitler's demand. Also, agreement was reached regarding 
no further invasions by Germany, but Hitler ignored the same & 
occupied most of western Czechoslovakia & many other 
territories in eastern Europe. Britain & France again took no 
action. This policy of Appeasement of Hitler's demands was 
advocated as western powers believed that German aggression 
would be directed against Soviet only. Policy led to WW-2. 


Italy 
Most of the territory promised by Allies to Italy was populated by 
non-Italians and post war self-determination stood in Italy's way. 
At Paris Peace Conference, Allies broke their promise adding to 
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e Germany went through a period of great depression leading to 
mass unemployment, inflation & unrest which gave birth to 
authoritarian regimes who blamed Jews for war defeat and led a 
Putsch which was later overthrown. 

e France demanded unconditional reparations from Germany in 
order to keep it weak & attacked Ruhr Valley (coal) in 1923. 


Policy of Appeasement 


Figure 38 — Interwar Years Germany 


Rise of Hitler & Nazis: 

e In this backdrop, Adolf Hitler rose against communism-dictatet 
peace-reparations & aimed to bring back glory to German 
Teutonic Empire. 

e He blamed WW-1 loss on the socialists and Jews and gave theory 
of Aryan superiority-Jewish inferiority & aroused anti-Semitism. 

e In 1920, Hitler renamed German Workers Party as National 
Socialist German Workers Party (Nazi Party). 

e Nazism was German Fascism and Nazis organized themselves 
into SA/Brownshirts. 

e Party took time to establish itself and won 230 seats in Reichstag 
in 1932. 

- Following this, in January 1933, President Hindenburg declared 
Hitler as Chancellor. 


Hitler's Mayhem: 

e Hitler dissolved the Reichstag, took control of the state apparatus. 
used his private army to terrorize political opponents, yet Nazis 
could not win 2/3rd majority in 1933. Therefore, Hitler formed an 
alliance with the Nationalist party and continued usurpation 0 
power. 
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miseries of debt, corruption in governing body, poverty and 
unemployment that Italy was already facing. 

In this backdrop in 1919, Benito Mussolini mobilized war 
veterans and conservative middle class to form the violent anti- 
democratic Fascist Party (1921) which was anti-communist and 
advocated glorification of war, glory of Rome and traditional 
values instead of liberal values. 

In 1921, fascists including Mussolini won 30+ seats & tensions 
rose between Fascists (black shirts) & communists (red shirts). 

In 1922, the king declared Mussolini as Premier who used his 
militia to suppress anti-fascists and consolidated his dictatorship 
and totalitarianism. 

In 1936, Italy-Germany signed Rome-Berlin Axis agreement for 
political cooperation. In 1937, Italy joined anti-comintern pact of 
Germany-Japan. 


Allies Ditched Italy, Fascism-Black shirt, Mussolini the Premier- 
Dictator, Rome-Berlin Axis, Anti-Comintern Pact. 


No Revolution as such, Laissez-Faire, Worker Unrest, Elections, 
Power Tussle, Labour Party, Conservative Party, General trike 


Table 28 — Italy-Britain B/W Wars 


| Britain 


After WW-1, Britain witnessed unrest within military & 
industrial-railway-mining workers. Workers demanded better 
work conditions & higher wages. However, unlike elsewhere in 
Europe, movements could not reach conclusion in Britain and 
laissez-faire was adopted. 

During 1922-29, Britain witnessed struggle between the 
conservative party and labour party (won in 1924 but lasted only 
10 months) to be in power, even as the centrist Liberal party 
basically disappeared. Election system ensured that authoritarian 
regimes couldn't establish in Britain. 

Under conservative rule, Britain witnessed one of the biggest 
strikes; May-December 1926 'General Strikes' by British coal 
miners, rail workers and others. It ended in Trade disputes Act, 
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which made strikes illegal, and Labour Party's victory (1929). 

e Labour party PM wanted cuts in salaries due to great depression 
but his party opposed. PM resigned & conservative National 
Government came into power in 1931-35. 

e With all the issues at home, Britain stayed away from 
international politics during inter-war years. However, in 1938 
Conservative PM, Neville Chamberlain, pursued policy of 


appeasement regarding Hitler's aggression & signed the Munich 
Pact. 


France 


e France lost over a million soldiers and situation back home was 
marred by agriculture-industry-currency-debt-employment 
issues. 

e Conservative government adopted laissez-faire and didn't do 
much to rectify the above issues. Socialists protested but to no 
avail. 

e France's push for industrialization meant that government was 
dominated by industrialists and France escaped authoritarian 
regimes. 


Figure 39 — Interwar Years France 


e It wanted to become dominant power in Europe and pushed for 
armament. It called for unconditional punishment for Germans in 
form of full payment of war reparations. As Germany defaulted 
payment, Poincare's Bloc National government sent troops tO 
occupy Ruhr in 1923. Occupation ended in 1924. 
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e This move largely backfired & socialists came to power, though 
briefly, from 1924-26 after which Poincare returned to power. 

e Political instability & economic depression led to rise of fascism, 
communism & extremism. In 1936, radical-communist-socialist 
Popular Front government was formed to counter fascism. 
However, in 1938, Rightist government came to power. 

e To protect itself from Germany, France supported Little Entente 
(Romania, Yugoslavia & Czechoslovakia) with arms. In 1920, it 
built Maginot Line as defence against Germany. 


Sample Question 39: The Spanish Civil War is sometimes 
referred to as a dress rehearsal 1 for vole War 2. What are the 


reasons for same? o 


Spain — Spanish Civil War 


e In 1932, fascist movement called Falange started, but socialism 
grew in Spain & leftist-socialist-communist formed Popular 
Front Government in 1936. 

e Falange-Right Wing-General Franco decided to overthrow 
government & led army's intervention in Morocco against the 
republic, thus starting a civil war. 

e In Spain, military Nationalists (Fascists) & rebels were supported 
by Hitler & Mussolini while French Popular Front & mainly 
Soviet supported Republicans & Popular Army. 

e However, main support for Republicans came from workers (both 
local & foreign) & anti-fascists from around the world. Hence, it 
wasn't just Spanish Affair. 

© Britain-France-US didn't come for Republicans aid as they were 
more concerned about spread of communism than fascism. 

e Republics and Popular army were not well organized and suffered 
with corruption. Thus, Nationalists earned major successes. 

* In 1939, main cities fell like Barcelona (January), Catalonia 
(February) and Madrid- Valencia (March). 

¢ Franco consolidated dictatorship until 1975. 
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Eastern Europe Between Wars 


Background: 

e Eastern Europe had newly independent nations trying to 
implement complex processes of self-determination and 
democracy. 

e No one including public or politicians had any experience with 


democracy, and this led to chaos and tilt in favour of fascism. 
e Moreover, area was inhabited by various ethnic groups and post 


war boundary deals often ignored consequences of artificially 
putting an ethnic community across the line on map. y- 


Baltic States 


e Before WW-1, these were dominated by Germany and Russia. 
e Post war, Finland joined the Scandinavians. 
e Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania were marred by dictatorships. 


Baltics 7 Independence, Dictatorship 
um J Political Instability, Bela Kun, Monarchy, Dictatorship, 
, yy _ Fascism 
Austria LD y Anschluss Dollfuss, 1938 Annexation 
R : i Democracy, Reforms, Ethnic Tensions, Munich Pact 
Poland ae Democracy, Dictatorship, Danzig-WW2 


Table 29 — Interwar Years Eastern Europe 


Hungary 


e It declared independence post WW-1 and witnessed a power 


tussle between liberal national council and communists. 
e In 1919, a revolutionary government came under Bela Kun but 


lasted only few months, ending hopes of such revolutions later. 
e In 1920, Constituent Assembly declared Hungary a monarchy. 
¢ In 1932, General Gombos became PM cum dictator and practiced 


fascism and anti-Semitism. 7 
e Throughout 1919-38, Hungary witnessed economic and political 


instability. 
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Austria 
e Hitler tried Anschluss with Austria despite being barred by treaty. 


However, Austrian dictator, Engelbert Dollfuss was against this 
move. He was assassinated as part of a failed coup attempt by 
Nazis in 1934. 

e His successor Kurt Schuschnigg maintained the regime until 
Adolf Hitler's annexation of Austria in 1938. Hitler was backed by 


Italy under Rome-Berlin Axis and Anti-Comintern Pact. 
M e West appeased Germany's aggression as it thought that Germany's 


eastward extension wont hamper Western Europe. 


Czechoslovakia 
=> It declared independence from Hungary and established a 
democratic National Assembly in Prague, thus escaping 
authoritarian regimes. 
e IJtunderwent economic & land reforms under Antonin Svehla. 
e However, 1929 depression hit Czechoslovakia & gave birth to 


tensions among ethnic Germans. Only 65% of population was 
Czechs or Slovaks & minorities consisted of 3 million Germans & 


.7 million Hungarians who always wanted freedom. 
e Czechoslovakia was caught by German expansionism, and in 


September 1938, under Munich Pact, Britain and France 
recognized German control of the Czechoslovakia's Sudetenland. 


Sample Question 40: Interwar years in Eastern Europe 
witnessed Germany’s Aggression-expansionism on one hand 
& western policy of appeasement on other hand. Elaborate. 


Poland 

° It firstly became a democracy in 1922 but later was dictated in 

1926 by Pilsudski who died in 1935. 
° It was then governed by a non-party system and later in 1937 by 
Camp of National Unity. 
After expansion in Austria and Czechoslovakia, Germany 
demanded Polish Danzig City. Britain and France came for 
Poland's help. 
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e Britain-France-Soviet had to negotiate together as Soviet shared 
huge border with Poland. But Poland was anti-communist and 


didn't allow Soviet troops in its borders & talks broke. 
* In 1939, Germany invaded Poland, triggering W W-2. 


USSR 

What & Who: 
e In 1917, Russia became Russian Soviet Federated Socialist 
Republic (RSFSR) and Lenin seized power in the Russian 


Revolution. 


Lenin's soviet: 
e War communism was the political-economic system that L 


introduced in Russia in 1918 in backdrop of struggling Russian 


economy in war aftermath. 
e It included expropriation of private business, nationalization of 


industry & forced requisition of surplus grain from the peasantry 
by the state. The policy was ended in 1921 because it was not 


successful. 
¢ Lenin introduced New Economic Policy (NEP) in 1921 as a 


retreat from war communism's extreme centralization & 
doctrinaire socialism. Private ownership and management were 
introduced, peasants could cultivate own lands etc. 


Figure 40 — Interwar Years USSR 


* Soviet Union or Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formed 
in 1922 by Russia-Transcaucasia-Ukraine-Byelorussia. It was 


based on nationality, equality & freedom to secede. 
¢ Lenin died in January 1924 without an obvious successor, even as 


he favoured Trotsky. 
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Face off was between Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin, both 
involved with communist party and revolution. 


Mains 2014 Question: The New Economic Policy-1921 of 
Lenin had influenced the policies adopted by India soon after 
Independence. Evaluate. 


Answer: To revive economy from havoc caused by War 
Communism, Vladimir Lenin in 1921 introduced New Economic 
Policy in Soviet Union which was a slight retreat from 


communism. It's Features: . 
. Freedom of private ownership & cultivation of land, retail trade 


& small scale industry. 
. State retained control of heavy industries, banking, transport & 


trade. 


« It was temporary measure to allow economy to recover while 


the communist solidify their control. 


Figure 41 — NEP & India 


India opted for planned economy for rapid development 


where: 
* State played major role in heavy industries, building dams, 


banking yet private enterprises & private ownership of land 


were also permitted. 
* India adopted for a mixed economy, which, in many ways seems 


like NEP of Lenin. 


Indian democratic set up and special circumstances necessitated to 
make policies much more liberal and better suited to our needs. 


Therefore: 
* State did not monopolize all heavy industries as was done in 


USSR. 
It entered the business where private sector was not equipped. 
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* Making farmers the owner of the land was one of the agenda of 
national movement itself, 


In the end, it can be said that India took the inspiration from Lenin's 
NEP but did not copy it, 


Stalin vs Trotsky: 

* Stalin manipulated the party and used his position as general 
secretary to secure victory, 

* Stalin and Trotsky had ideological differences, 

e Trotsky wanted proletarian revolutions throughout the world 
while Stalin wanted to concentrate on Soviet first. 

e Trotsky was expelled from party and was killed by 19405 
Mexico, where he had fled to from Soviet, 


Stalin's Soviet: 

* Though, power was meant to be with Soviets or local cout 
was exercised by Stalin, 

* In 1928, he changed Lenin's NEP and adopted a dictatorial form 
of 5 year central planning. 

* His economic policies, including that of industrialization enjoyed 
only limited success. 

e However, there was growth in technology-heavy industries. 
Private ownership was withdrawn and USSR, largely, escaped 
effects on 1929. 


3 | 
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Lenin died in Stalin como = 1928 | 
1924 in Power Contral Planning : 
; 
Stalin Diedin URA: Res 
C 1993 ~ wE ~ Collectivization 
Figure 42 — Stalin's Soviet 


* In 1929, he introduced a policy of collectivization, under which 
peasants’ lands were pooled to create government owned and 
operated farms (Kolkhozes). | 

e This led to peasant revolts and Stalin's reign of terror which killed 
as many as 3 million. 
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In 1933, he created the Central Purge Commission, which tried 


members of the 
ere expelled, arrested and killed. 
dea of "dictatorship of the proletariat" enabled the rise of 


Communist Party for treason. Many, including 


Kirov, W 
„ Marxist! 


the totalitarian state and outside world saw it as an internal affair 


and proletariat's domination struggle. 
After Stalin's death in 1953, phenomenon was described as 


Stalin's cult of personality. 


Soviet's Foreign Policy: | | 
. Its policy was different from that of Allied powers as it promoted 


disarmament, took stand against fascism-imperialism, helped 


Iran-A fghan in their independence strug gles. 
» Jtwasn'tinvited to LoN until 1934. 
. German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact was signed in August 1939 


wherein Germany & USSR agreed not to attack each other. Also, 
they agreed that each of them will take one half of Poland and 
USSR will take over Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia without 


German interference. 


Africa Between Wars 


Egypt 
+ Saad Zaghloul Pasha was an Egyptian revolutionary & leader of 


Egypt's nationalist Wafd Party (1921). 
In 1922, Britain was forced to end the protectorate, but it installed 


pro-Britain king. 
Britain reserved communications, defense, the protection of foreign 
interests & Sudan for itself. 


Egypt 7? Saad’s Wafd, Pro Brit Faud, Nahas, 1936 Treaty Suez 
Morocco Abd el-Krim, Rif, Spain-French Army 
A Southern Africa Nationalism, Anti-Imperialism, Racism, Garvey’s UNIA, 


Bois Plan Africa Congress, SACP, Negritude Movement 


Table 30 — Interwar Years Africa 
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e With this, Ahmad Faud Pasha (reigned 1922-36) became 1st king of 


Egypt. The new kingdom was in form a constitutional monarchy. 
e Later, even though Wafd won elections, king dissolved parliament 


After Saad's death in 1927, Nahas Pasha led Wafd to victory but 


again, king dissolved parliament. 
e Finally, Wafd came to power in 1936 and entered into Anglo- 


Egyptian treaty under which Britain was required to withdraw all its 
troops from Egypt, except those necessary to protect the Suez Canal. 


Morocco 
e Abd el-Krim and his brother Mhemmed led a revolt by a coalition of 


Berber-speaking Rif tribes against French and Spanish colonization 


of the Rif, in northern Morocco. 
e They succeeded in defeating Spanish-French armies and established 


the short-lived Republic of the Rif but eventually succumbed to 


combined action by Spain-France forces. 
e His guerrilla tactics influenced Ho Chi Minh, Mao Zedong and Che 


Guevara and rebellion inspired other African nations. 


Southern Africa 
e Nationalism, Anti-Imperialism & Socialism grew in Southert 


African States during interwar period because of spread of education 
& global connectedness which exposed Africans to racism & 


discrimination. 
e Whites including British and Dutch Origin Boers took to racism in 


Natal, Cape Colony & Boer States. 
e Policy of colour bar took away blacks'- tribes' rights and lands. 
e In 1914, Marcus Garvey found Universal Negro Improvement 


Association and African Communities League (UNIA-ACL), a black 


nationalist fraternal organization. 
e In 1919, the first Pan-African Congress was organized by W. E. B. Du 


Bois to struggle against racism, to grant colonies in Africa and the 
West Indies the right to self-government and demanding political and 
other rights for African Americans. 
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Kenya Jomo Kenyatta 


Senegal Leopold Senghor 
Ghana Kwame Nkrumah 
Nigeria Nnamdi Azikiwe 


Table 31 — Important Leaders 


1921, South African Communist Party (SACP) was founded. It 


e In 
participated in the struggle to end the apartheid system. 


. Negritude Movement, during 1930s, aimed at raising and cultivating 
"Black Consciousness & Sense of Pride" across Africa and its 
diaspora. Its leaders include Aime Cesaire, Senghor, and Leon 


Damas. 


Mains 2016 Question: The anti-colonial struggles in West 
Africa were led by the new ern -educated Africans. 


Examine. 


Cs 


, witnessed both violent 


& non-violent resistances and spanned from late 19th century to 
mid-20thcentury, ~ — y 


Just as Indian freedom movement found a leader in Gandhi, a 
western-educated lawyer, freedom struggles in several West 
African countries were also led by western-educated Africans as 
follows: 


* Kwame Nkrumah, educated in London-US & a strong believer 
in pan-A fricanism, led Ghana (Gold Coast) to freedom in 1957. 
+ Nnamdi Azikiwe, educated in US, led Nigeria's anti-colonial 


struggle, leading to its independence in 1960. | 
Amilcar Cabral, educated in Portugal, led Guinea-Bissau to 


freedom from Portugal in 1974. Guinea-Bissau War of 
Independence was an armed independence conflict that took 
Place between 1963 and 1974. 
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Exposed to racism Exposed to Discrimination 
Aware about Civil-Human Met Nationalists abroad 
rights revolutions 
Channelized Sentiments at Led Constitutional & 
home even armed struggles 


Table 32 — How Education In West Helped 


* Tovalou Houenou was sent to France for education at the age of 
13. He defended the equality of race, opposed eurocentrism and 
founded the Negritude movement, the writings of which gave a 
fillip to anti-colonial struggles in West Africa. 

* Leopold Senghor had his upbringing in Senegal and education 
in France & led Senegal to independence. 

e° Dawda Jawara studied at Daves: OF Glas gow and led 
Gambia to independence in 11965 _ 


West Africa, however, ee witnessed sibility -peace after 
freedom & has been marred by civ cietorshups é & milita 
coups. _ f 


East Asia Between Wars 


Japan 
e Japan's naval strength was reduced by US. 
e It witnessed post war issues like worker exploitation under 


Zaibatsus, rice riots by farmers etc. leading to formation of 
socialist-communist parties. However, these parties were 


suppressed. 
e Japan was severely affected by Great Depression as it relied on 


imported resources. It desperately needed more land-Chinese 
markets for its expanding population-industrialization & military 
saw territorial expansion as the best solution. US ignored Japan's 


acts of aggression. 
e Japan first increased economic domination in China-south east 


Asia but as Chinese nationalism risked Japan's interests, in 1931 
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Japan annexed Chinese Manchuria and in 1937 Japan-China war 


took place. , SOD 

Military Fascism rose as a force in 1930s against ideas of 

liberalism and democracy. — | | 

, 1n1936, Japan came into anti-comintern pact with Germany. 

. In 1940, Japan formed an alliance with Germany and Italy to 
establish a "new order in East Asia" to free the region from 
Western influence, to get Japan-Manchuria-China into political 
union and place the region under Japan's influence. This set Japan 
on a course to enter World War II and placed it against US. 


Sample Question 41: Asia Pacific was prime target of Japan’s 
imperialism from the beginning. This continued in interwar years as 


China 
Post war, there was anti-imperialist struggle in China wherein 
Russian revolution acted as motivation source. 
Communist party of China (CPC) was formed in 1921. It led Chinese 
Communist Revolution (1921-1949). 
First United Front also known as KMT—CPC Alliance, of 
Kuomintang & Communist Party of China (CPC), was formed in 
1924. 
They together created Chinese National Revolution Army (CNRA) 
& set out in 1926 on Northern Expedition (China Reunification 
Movement). 
However, both parties had their own aims and the front was 
unsustainable. It broke with Sun Yat-sen dying in 1925. 


LE Soin 


Figure 43 — Interwar Years China 
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Chinese Civil War: 
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In 1927, Nationalist Field Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek defeated 


warlords at Nanjing and made it capital. 
Kai-shek purged Communists & initiated a civil war between the two 


parties which lasted until Second United Front was formed in 1936 to 
prepare for China-Japan War. He was more concerned with 
communists rather than ending foreign domination like Japan's 


capture of Manchuria in 1931. 
Anti-communist purge & Kai-shek ignoring Japanese domination 


led to communist uprisings even as Kai-shek suppressed same. This 


led to rise of Mao Zedong as communist leader. 
During 1934 long march, communist left for Yenan in north to escape 


anti-communist purge. 
e Civil war led to creation of 2 states, Republic of China (ROC) in 


Taiwan and the People's Republic of China (PRC) in mainland 


China, both claiming to be the legitimate government of China. 
e In 1936, Kai-shek was arrested by his own men and was forced 


into Second United Front. we 


Korea “a 
e Like China, Korea was under Japanese control. , 
e After WW-1, Korea began anti-imperialist struggle, not only in 


own land but also in China during 1937 war. 
e In 1919, declaration of independence was read in public however 


popular uprisings were suppressed by Japan. 


South East Asia Between Wars 


British Malaya (Malay Peninsula & Singapore) 
Issues: Some states were under British while others were 


autonomous, large inflows of migrants had created a multi-ethnic 
population & in certain areas they outnumbered the indigenous 
Malays, Chinese dominated in major commercial centers, used for its 
strategic location & as exporter of raw materials (tin & rubber), 


economic developments were unevenly located. 
Movements By: Different ethnic parties. 
Result: Britain exploited ethnic differences. 
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Burma 
Made part of India by British. 


ues: ; ee 
Iss ts By: Young Men Buddhist Association (1906), General 


Movement 


-ouncil of Burmese association (1921) & Thakins composed of 
\ 


young. disgruntled intellectuals under Aung San (1930s). 
. Result: Constitutional reforms failed, separated from India in 1937. 


Sample Question 42: Present an account of Interwar period in 
South East Asia. How successful were the anti-imperialist 
struggle during this period in this region? 


Indo-China (Vietnam, Laos & Cambodia) 


© Issues: Was under French occupation. 
. Movements By: Ho Chi Minh's Vietnam Revolutionary Youth 


League (1925), Vietnamese Communist Party (1930) & Indochinese 
Communist Party (1930). 
- Result: Rise of socialism. 


Indonesia 
+ Issues: Anti-imperialist struggle against Dutch. 
- Movements By: Henk Sneevliet's (A Dutch) Communist party of 


Indonesia (1914) & Sukarno's Indonesian National Party (1927). 
* Result: Rise of socialism and repression by Dutch. 


Philippines 
Issues: US's economic imperialism hijacked its exports & imports, 


reduced as exporter of raw materials, especially crops to US, 


ene exploited peasantry, slavery. 
Ovements By: Peasants (1930s), Philippine legislature & 


lippine Commonwealth (1935—1946). 
esult: Philippines got autonomy in 1935 but American colonization 


ofthe Philippines lasted 48 years (1898-1946). 
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West Asia Between Wars 


Afghanistan 
e Who: Britain, Habibullah, Amanullah, Soviet & Nadir Shah. 
e Issues: During WW-1, Amir Habibullah was pro-Britain ruler of 


Afghanistan. Britain failed to reward Habibullah for his refusal to 
take advantage of British weakness during WW-1, and he was 
assassinated early in 1919. His successor, Amir Amanullah, launched 
the third Anglo-Afghan War, following which the country became 
fully independent, but Amanullah's hasty modernization was to lead 
to his overthrow in 1929. Amanullah had signed treaty with Soviet. 


* Result: In 1929, Nadir Shah established constitutional monarchy. 


Afghanistan — — Britain, Soviet o r Soviet 
Iran -o — = Biin . = ; . - Qajar Dynasty, Reza Khan 
Iraq oe = : Britain Lee, : aE oe Faisal, Nuri Said 
Palestine Britain - ie Abdullah i 
Syria-Lebanon a . France — | o | Rebels 


Table 33 — Interwar Years West Asia 
Iran 


° Who: Qajar dynasty, Britain & Reza Shah Pahlavi or Reza Khan. | 

e Issues: Qajar dynasty's failed to maintain the country's sovereignty a? 
during and immediately after the war. With 1919 agreement, ran 
allowed Britain to have control over its economy, oil and army. 
Britain attempted to establish a protectorate in Iran. A military coup 
overthrew pro-British government in 1921 & established Reza Khan 


as Shah of the new Pahlavi dynasty in 1925. | 
e Result: Reza Shah deposed the puppets of the British government in 


Iran. He modernized and industrialized Iran. He was forced to 
abdicate by the Anglo-Soviet invasion of Iran in 1941. 


UIDE.IN 
1 1 3 BY THE ACHIEVERS FOR THE ASPIRANTS WWW.UPSCG 


| Deco’ 


reer  . SS r> 


e History 


Iraq 


who: Britain, Hashemite monarchy & Faisal I. 

jssues: Ottoman rule over Iraq lasted until WW-1 after which the 
British Mandate of Iraq was established by LoN. Britain imposed a 
Hashemite monarchy on Iraq and defined the territorial limits of Iraq 
without considering different ethnic and religious groups in the 
country (Kurds & Christian Assyrians). Kurds fought for 
independence while Britain quelled these insurrections. Iraq became 
an oligarchy government. Britain installed Faisal I in 1921 but 


retained control over military, oil and economy. 
Result: Pro-British Faisal I was legitimized by a plebiscite in 1921. 


Independence was achieved in 1932, however a pro-British 
government ruled until National Reform Party came in 1936. Again, 
in 1937, pro-British Nuri Said came to power. 


Figure 44 — Interwar Years Iraq 


Palestine 


Who: Britain, Abdullah, Arabs & Jews. 
Issues: 


* Given to Britain post WW-1 as LoN mandate. Pro-British king 


l Abdullah held power till 1928. 
During WW-1, Arabs had joined the Allies to fight the Turks and 


convinced themselves that they were due to be given what they 


believed was their land after war. 
Also, under Balfour Declaration, Britain had promised Jews a 


home in Palestine as Jews led Zionism Movement contending 
that Palestine was their kingdom years ago. 
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Who: French, General Gouraud & Rebels. 
Issues: State of Greater Lebanon given to France as LoN mandates 
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As Jews migrated to Palestine, 1929 Arab rebellion took place in 
which many Arabs were killed. 

Focal point of discontent was Jerusalem as it had major religious 
significance for both Arabs and Jews. 

To end the violence, the British put a quota on the number of 
Jews who could enter Palestine in any one year. They hoped to 
appease the Arabs in the region but also keep on side with the 
Jews by recognizing that Jews could enter Palestine — but in 
restricted numbers. They failed on both counts. 

1937, British Royal Commission recommended partition of 
Palestine into 3 parts; each for Jews, Arabs and Britain. 


Sample Question 43: What i iS the < current relevance ofi interw 
years issues that cropped upi in Palestine? | — 


Syria & Lebanon 


but rebels occupied almost entire Syria in 1925. 


Result: French backtracked on promise of independence. 
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